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ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

These Regulations may be cited as the
“Road Traffic Regulations 1939.%

Interpretation,

In these Regulations unless inconsistent with
.the context or subject matter—

“Act” means the Road Traffic Act 1935.

“Driver” means the person in charge of a
vehicle or a horse.

“Footway” includes every footpath, lane or
other place habitually used by pedestrians
and not by vehicles, .

“Horse” includes' any draught animal or
beast of burden.

“Intersection” means the.area embraced
within the 'prolongation of the property
lines of two or more streets which join

at an angle whether or not such streets
CIOSS. :

“Major street” means any street along which
tramears travel and any street or any por-
tion of a street designated or described as
a major street in any regulation made pur-
suant to the Act.

“Minor street"” means any street other than
a major street,

“Motor car” means any vehicle propelled by
steam, gas, oil, electricity, or any mecha-
nical power and used or intended for use
on any public highway and includes a
motor-cycle, but does not include a railway
locomotive, railway carriage, tram-motor,
tramcar, or traction engine. -

- “Safety zone” means a place of refuge for
. pedestrians established by the council of
any municipality on any street and indi-
cated by a post or standard placed or
ereclted at the end thereof which is the
nearer to approaching vehicular traffic and
bearing the words “Safety zone” clearly

. visible to such traffic.
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«Street” includes any highway, road, lane
or thoroughfare other than a footway.

«hraffic-control signal” includes any device
using coloured lights or words or any
combination thereof whether operated
mechanically, electrically, manually o
otherwise by which traffic i8 directed to
stop and proceed.

“Vehicle” includes any conveyance prope}led
or drawn by human, animal, mechamual,
electrical or other power and includes a
tram, motor and tramcar, but does not
include a railway locomotive or:other rail-
way rolling stock.

Keeping to the Left.

The driver of a vehicle (other than a tram-
car) or horse on any street shall keep such
vehicle or horse as near as practicable to the
kerb on the left or near side, of such. street.
Penalty £5. .

Vehicle to Observe Traffic Lanes.

1) The driver of a vehicle or, horse on any
st;r(ee)t the carriage way of which is divided
into traffic lanes by a line drawn along or near
the middle thereof shall keep such ve:mcle or
horse on the left or near side of such line:

Provided— : X |
i t such driver may when causing
4 g‘lﬁl vehicle or horse to pass another
vehicle or horse proceeding or hegded in
‘the same direction do s0 on the right or
oft side of such line, in which case such
driver shall cause ' such ﬁrstfmgntloned
vehicle or horse to return to the left or
near side of such line as soon as prac-
ticable after passing such other, vehicle-
or horse; |

ii) Thatt such driver may when turning
& such first-mentioned vehicle or horse to

the right or off side from such street in- /

to another street or causing sqcé
yehicle or horse to cross from one sid

/ : 4

- Stopping Vehicle Near Double Traffic Line

of such street to the other side cause
such vehicle or horse to proceed across
such line. ;

(2) The driver of a vehicle or horse on any
street the carriage way of which is divided in-
to three traffic lanes by lines or other indica-
tions drawn or placed thereon shall keep such
vehicle or horse within the lane on the left or
near side of such carriage way:

Provided—

(i) That such driver may when -causing
such vehicle or horse to pass another
vehicle or horse proceeding or headed in
the same direction do so along the
middle lane of such carriage way, in
which case such driver shall cause such
first-mentioned vehicle or horse to re-
turn to the lane on the left or near side
of such carriage way as soon as practic-
able after passing such other vehicle or
horse;

That such driver may when turning
such first-mentioned vehicle or horse to
the right or off side from such street
into another street or causing such
‘vehicle or horse to.cross from one side
of such street to'the. other side cause
such vehicle \or horse to proceed across
the middle lane and the lane on the
right or off side of such carriage way.

(ii)

Penalty £20.

Vehicle to Keep to Left of Double Traffic Line.

The driver of a wvehicle or horse on any
street the carriage way of which is divided
into traffic lanes by a double line drawn along
or near the middle thereof shall keep such
vehicle or horse on the left or near side of
such double lines Penalt;: £20,

\
Prohibited.

No person shall stop, stand or leave a

vehicle or horse on any street the carriage

way of which is divided into traffic lanes by a

double line drawn along or near, the middl
thereof. Penalty £20. B SR
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Proceeding Along Major Street.
The driver of a vehicle or horse proceeding
along a major street shall—

(i) on approaching the intersection of that

street with another major street stop
cuch vehicle or horse before entering
such intersection;

(ii) on approaching the intersection of that
street with a minor street proceed at
such rate of speed (not exceeding in the
case of a motor car or tramear twenty-
five miles an hour and in the case of
any other vehicle or,a horse ten miles
an hour) that he will be able to stop
immediately such frst-mentioned vehicle
or horse in case of sudden danger:

Provided that this regulation shall not apply
in respect of an intersection where 2 member
of the Police Force is controlling traffic or &
traffic-control signal is operating. Penalty £10.

Proceeding Along Minor Street.

The driver of a vehicle or horse proceeding’
along a minor street shall—

(i) on approaching the intersection of that

street with & major street stop such

vehicle or horse before entering such
intersection;

(ii) on approaching the intersection of that

street with another minor street proceed
at such rate of speed that he will be

.-able to stop immediately such vehicle or
horse in case of sudden danger:

Provided that this regulation shall not apply
in respect of an inte;section ‘where a member

of the Police Force 18 controlling traffic or a
traffic-control signal is operating. Penalty £10.

Giving Right of Way to Vehicle Approaching
From Right,

(1) The driver of a yehicle or horse pro-
ceeding along 2 major street and reaching
the intersection of that street with another
major street at appro:dmately‘ the same time

6

as another vehicle or horse.a i
s an .approaching from
his right along such other major stteg'. shall

gg_eset:,he right of way to such other vehicle or

_ (2) The driver of a vehicle or horse proceed-
ing along a .minor street and reaching the
intersection of that street with another minor
street at gpproximately the same time as an-
other vehicle or horse approaching from his
right along such other minor street shall give
the right of way to such other vehicle or horse.

- Provided that this regulation shall not apply
in respect of an intersection where a member
of the Police Force is controlling traffic or a
trafﬁ_c-contrpl signal is operating. Penalty £5.

Meeting or Passing Vehicle, etc.

The driver of a vehicle (other than a tram-
car) or horse on any street ‘shall—

(i) when such vehicle or horse meets 2
vehicle, horse or pedestrian proceeding
or headed in the opposite direction keep
_such first-mentioned vehicle or horse on
the left or near side of such street;

(ii) when causing such vehicle ‘or horse to
pass a vehicle (other than a tramear),
horse or pedesj:.rian proceeding or headed
in the same direction do so on the right
or off side of the other vehicle, horse or
pedestrian; .

(iii) when causing snch ‘vehicle .or horse to
pass a tramcar proceeding. or headed in
the same direction do so on the left or
near side of such tramcar,

Penalty £20.

Stopping Behind Stationary Tramecar.

The driver of a vehicle or horse on any
street approaching a tramear which is station-
Bry apd headed in the same direction shall not
permit any portion of such first-mentioned
yeluc}e or horse to proceed in advance of an
imaginary straight line drawn from the rear
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of such tramcar to the nearest point on the
adjacent kerb until such tramecar has resumed
its journey and that portion of the street be-
tween the position which was occupied by
such tramcar when stationary and the adjacent
kerb is clear of pedestrians: Provided that it
shall not be an offence under this regulation
for a driver of a vehicle or horse to cause such
vehicle or horse to pass a tramcar which is
stationary where a traffic-control signal is
operating or upon being directed so to do by a
member of the Police Force controlling traffic
or a person in uniform employed by any
authority controlling tramways engaged in the
discharge of his duties: Provided further that
this regulation shall not apply to that portion
of the City of Melbourne included within the
area bounded by Victoria street, Russell street,
Flinders street and Queen street; nor to the
outer tracks of St. Kilda road and Brighton

road, the outer tracks of that portion of Eliza-

beth street (Melbourne), Royal parade (Park-
ville) and Sydney road (Brunswick) between
Victoria street (Melbourne) and Brunswick
road (Brunswick), and the outer tracks of that
portion of Flemington road between Elizabeth
street and Boundary road; nor to the east side
of St. George’s road (Northcote); nor to that
portion of Peel street (North Melbourne) be-
tween Flemington road and Victoria street;
nor to that portion of the south side of Queen’s
parade (Clifton Hill) between Smith street and
Turnbull street; nor to those portions of Vic-
toria parade, Mount Alexander road and
Dandenong road containing tramway reserves.
Penalty £25. %3,

Turning Right at Intersection.

The driver of a vehicle (other than a tram-
car) or horse on any street shall before turn-
~ing such vehicle or horse to the right or off
side from such street into another street cause
such yehicle or horse to proceed along the left
or near side of the street which it is leaving
and parallel to the alignment of the kerb on
the left or near side of such street until such

8
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vehicle or horse is as near as practicable to
the alignment of the kerb on the left or near
side of the street which it is entering as shown
in the diagram following:

Penalty £10.

=

o)
5

Crossing from One Side of Street to the Other.

The driver of a vehicle (other than a tram-
car) or horse on any street shall when causing

. such vehicle or horse to cross from one. side

of such street to the other side cause such
vehicle or horse to make a complete turn as
shown in the diagram following:

Penalty £5.- i i

55

Trayelling Side by Side.

No person: shall drive, ride or lead a vehicle
(other than a tramcar) or horse on any street
in such manner or in such order that more
than two vehicles ‘or horses are travelling side
by side in the same direction: Provided that
this regulation shall not prevent three horses
abreast being attached to one vehicle or a
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ﬁ Compulsory Insurance

The Motor Car (Third Party Insurance Act) requires all Motor Car Owners to take
out, when their cars are next being registered, an insurance policy to compensate any
person who is injured by the negligence of {'ny person driving the car.

Before the introduction of this Aect, the Motor Car Comprehensive Policy gave car

owners the nccessary protection against liability for Third Party injuries.

The Act,

however, specifies that a “separate” policy Be issued, and it must be taken out before
the Police Department will register the can

For Complete Protection

In Future You Will Therefore Require

. No. 1.

The Third Party
Personal Injury
Policy

The: Special “Act” Policy
covers the Car Owner only
against his liability, for
personal  injories  inflicted
upon persons.

389-395 Little Flinders Street, Melbourne, C.1.

- necessary papers and pa

i
#AUTOMOBILE , FIRE € GENERAL

TWO Insurance Policies
No.2. The A.l.C. Motor Car Comprehensive Policy

The Policy to cover the car against theft, damage and various other contingencies
as set out below, the car owner being protected against—
Collision' Risk, i.c., his liability to indemnify the bwner of any other car for damage
arising out of a couisi‘on.
Fire Risk, i.c., the possivility of his car being burnt and perhaps causing, by
explogion or the fire spreading, damage to other cars or pmpert:'f.
Theft of Car, i.e., the total loss of the car or radio, tyres or other accessories which
may be stolen. ) \
Damage to Car.—Arising ‘nut of an accident.
Personal Compensation—For injuries to or death of the insured or his wife.
1. £1000 for death.
2. £1000 for loss of both eyes.
3. £1000 for loss of two limbs.
4. £1000 for loss of one eye and one limb.
b. £500 for loss of one limb,
6. £500 for loss of one eye.
Medical Expenses.—For treatment of insured or passenger for injuries sustained in

car accident.
ylPremiums have been reduced proportionately now that a

The Comprehensive Polic
issued.

special Act Policy is to b
If you will advise us whén your ear is due to be registered we shall forward the
lars in connection with both the ‘above Policies.

INSURANGE G2 OF AUSTRALIA L™

"Phone: M 1871 (9 lines).




vehicle or horse from passing two bicycles
travelling side by side in the same direction.
Penalty £10.

Driving in Front of Moving Tramcar
at Intersection Prohibited.

No person shall/within an intersection drive,
ride or lead a vehicle or horse in front of and
across the course of a tramcar which has
comnicneed Lo cross such intersection. Penalty
£10.

Driving Past Safety Zone.

No person shall drive, ride or lead a vehicle

(other than a tramecar) or horse or any por-

" tion thereof over, along, through or.on the

right or off side of a safety zone. Penalty £10.

Giving Passage to Fire Brigade Vehicle, ete.
The driver of a vehicle or horse on any
street shall on the sounding of a ‘warning in-
strument by a fire brigade vehicle, ambulance
or police patrol car give the right of way -to
such fire brigade vehicle, ambulance or police
patrol car and the driver of any such first-
_mentioned vehicle (other than a tramecar) or

horse shall draw such vehicle or horse as near,

as practicable to the kerb on the left or near
side of such street and parallel thereto in order
to allow such fire brigade vehicle, ambulance
or police patrol car to pass. Penalty £10.

Driving in Reverse. 1
The driver of a vehicle on any street shall
not cause such vehicle to travel backwards
unless such movement can be made with safety
having regard tp the movement of traffic at
the time. Penalty £10. : X5

Signal When Stopping’ or Turning Right.
The driver of a vehicle (other than a tram-

. car) or horse—

(1) before stopping such vehicle or horse
shall at a distance of not less than
twenty-five yards from the place at
which he proposes so to stop indicate his

. intention of so doing either by extend-

12 ‘

No. 2—I am going
A TURN. to

Stop. RIGHT.

ing his right arm and raising his right
hand with fingers extended and pointing
upwards or by means of a mechanical
signal or device approved by the Chief
Commissioner of Police so that such
hand signal or mechanical signal or
device shall be clearly visible to the
driver of any following vehicle or horse.
(ii) before turning such vehicle or horse to
his right shall at a distance of not less
than twenty-five yards from the point
at which he proposes so to turn indicate
his intention of 'so doing either by ex-
tending his right arm horizontally or by
means of a mechanical signal or device
approved by the Chief Commissioner of
Police so that such hand signal or
mechanical signal or device shall be
clearly visible to the driver of any fol-
lowing vehicle or horse, g
Penalty £10. , = = Y&
Driver to Have Full View of Traffic.

No person shall drive or ride a vehicle on
any street or permit.a vehicle to be driven or
ridden on any Street unless such vehicle is so
constructed as to enable the driver thereof to
have a full and uninterrupted wview of the
traffic in front of him and abreast of him on
each side of such vehicle, and no person while
driving or riding a vehicle on any street shall
occupy such a position as will interrupt or
interfere .with his having such full and un-
interrupted view as aforesaid. 'Penalty £5b.

Driver Not to. Have Charge of More Than
One Vehicle Except in Certain Circumstances.

No person shall on any street af one and
the same time act as driver or have sole
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i

char'ge of more than one yehicle drawn by |

animal power or of more than two vehicles
fastened together, in which case the length of
the tow shall not exceed twelve feet: Provided

that this regulation shall not apply in the °

case of a motor car drawing a trailer regis-
tered in accordance with the provisions of the
Motor Car Acts. Penalty £5.

Obedience to Traffic-control Signal.

(1) Every person shall at all times observe
and comply with any traffic-control signal and
any signal by hand or direction or instruction
of a member of the Police. Force for the pur-
pose of giving effect to any of the provisions
of these Regulations.

(2) When any traffic-control signal at an
intersection indicates that “ caution” is re-
quired— . s :

(i) mo driver of a vehicle ‘or horse shall
cause such vehicle or horse to enter such
intersection until such time as a.fur-
ther indication or notification is given
that he may cause such vehicle or horse
to proceed, and no pedestrian shall in
like circumstances proceed beyond the
kerb of the street which he is approach-
ing until such further indication or noti-
fication as aforesaid is given; and

“(i1) every person being lawifully upon such
intersection shall forthwith proceed so
as to clear such intersection with all
reasonable speed.

Penalty £20.

Obedience to Direction of Member of
: Police Force. -
In the event of an accident, collision, com-
motion, congestion of or obstruction to traffic
on any street the driver of any vehicle or horse
within the immediate vicinity shall obey the

‘reasonable direction or instruction of a mem-

ber of the Police Force. Penalty £5.
14
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Stopping of Vehicle,

Except for the purposes of paragraph
*“Stopping vehicle to take up or set down
goods” (see below) of these Regulations,
the driver of a vehicle (other than a tramcar)
on any street shall when stopping such vehicle
keep it as near as practicable to the kerb on

. bhe left or near side of such street. Penalty £5.

Parking of Véhicle.

Except for the purposes of paragraph
*“QStopping v=hicle to take up or set down
goods” (see below) of these Regulations,
every person leaving a vehicle (other
than & tramcar) unattended ‘on any street
shall leave such vehicle in such a position
that the left or mnear wheels thereof
are parallel with and not more than ten inches
from the kerb on the left or near side of such
street and that such vehicle is not less than
three feet from any other vehicle; Provided
further that this regulation shall not apply to
a vehicle standing in a parking area estab-
lished by a municipal council. Penalty £10.

*Stopping Vehicle to Take Up or Set Down
: , Goods. !

\The driver of a vehicle on any street shall
when stopping such vehicle for the purpose of
taking up or setting down any goods keep such
vehicle as near as practicable to the kerb on
the left or near side of such street: Provided
that on any street in which there is only ‘one-
way traffic the driver may stop such vehicle
for such purpose as near as practicable to the
kerb on the right or off side.. Penalty £5.

Unattended Vehicle ,to'I)eave Ten Feet
: of Street Space.

No person shall leave a vehicle unattended

on any street in such 4 manner or under such

conditions as to leave less than ten feet of the
width of the carriage way of such street avail-
able for the free movement of traffic. Penalty
£10. ; ;
\
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Vehicle Not to be Left Unattended
in Certain Places.
The driver of a vehicle (other than a tram-
car) shall not leave such vehicle unattended in
any of the following places:

(i) within thirty feet of an i‘ntetsection;

(ii) within thirty feet of a place on a tram .

route indicated by either of the notices
“Cars Stop Here” and “Hail Cars Here”
and on the side thereof which is the
nearer to approaching vehicular traffic;

(iii) between a safety zone and the adjacent
footway or within twenty feet of points
on the kerb immediately opposite the
ends of a safety zone; )

(iv) within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant of
a postal pillar box or a petrol pump
erected on the kerb of any street;

(v) in front of a private driveway;

(vi) alongside or opposite any street excava-
tion or obstruction when traffic would be
obstructed: -

Provided that this regulation shall not apply
to a fire brigade vehicle standing at or near a
fire hydrant or to'a postal vehicle standing at
or near a postal pillar box or to a motor car
whilst being supplied with petrol from a petrol

pump erected on the kerb of any street.
Penalty £10. y .

~ Stopping Vehicle on Street fo Display
Advertisement Prohibited. f
N_o person shall stop, stand or leave a
vehu_:le on any street for the primary purpose
of displaying an advertisement. Penalty £5.

Cyclists Clinging to Vehicles.

No person shall while riding a bicycle,
coaster or any toy vehicle on any street hold
on to or attach himself or such vehicle to any
other' vehicle. ?énalt’y £5.
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* Pedestrian to Keep to the Left.
Every pedestrian on a footway or crossing
an intersection shall keep to the left or near
side and shall when passing any other person

do so on the right or off side of such other

pe;son. Penalty £5.

Pedestrian Crossing Street.

Except in the case of a person passing to a
safety zone or vehicle, every pedestrian shall
on leaving the footway of a street proceed by
the shortest and most direct route to the foot-
way _on the opposite side of such' street.
Penalty £5. ! i

Person Passing to or from Safety Zone.

Any person may at any time when the exi-
gencies of traffic permit proceed across any
street to or from a safety zone and in doing
so shall proceed by the shortest and most
direct route from or to the footway or vehicle
which he is leaving or joining., Pendlty £5. .

Person Alighting from or Joining Vehicle.

(1), Every person alighting from a vehicle
on any street and, not desiring to board or

.join another. vehicle on such street shall as

soon after alighting as the exigencies of traffic
permit, proceed by the shortest and most direct
route to the mnearest footway of such street.

(2) Any person while waiting to board or
join a vehicle on any street shall not*stand on
any portion of the carriage way, of such' street
(other than on a safety zone) and any person
(other than a person passing to a safety zone)
shall not proceed towards>a vehicle on any
street for the purpose of boarding or joining
such vehicle until it has stopped and shall
when crossing any street for/ such purpose
proceed by the shortest and most direct route.

(3) This regulation shall not apply to any
person employed by any authority controlling
tramways engaged in the discharge. of his
duties. Penalty £5.
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Alighting from or Joining' Vehicle in Motion
Prohibited.

No person shall alight from or board or
join a wehicle which'is in motion: Provided

that this regulation shall not -apply in the,

case of any person employed by any authority
controlling tramways engaged in the discharge
of his duties. Penalty.£5. '

Riding on Certain Portions of Tramcar
Prohibited.

No person shall ride on a tramcar on any
portion thereof which is not designed or in-
tended for the carriage of passengers: Pro-
vided that this regulation shall not apply in
the case of any person employed by any autho-
rity controlling tramways engaged in the
discharge of his duties.: Penalty £5.°

Imitation of or Obscuring Traffic-control
Signal Prohibited. :

No person shall place maintain or display on
any street or'in view of any person on ‘any
street any light,\sign, signal or design.which
purports to be or is an imitation of or re-
sembles a traffic-control ‘signal or which
obscures from view a traffic-control signal.
Penalty £10. \

Interference with Traffic-control Signal, etc.,

: Prohibited. b

No unauthorised ‘person shall wilfully de-

face, injure, move, obstruct or interfere with

any traffic-control signal or traffic sign or
notice. ' Penalty £10.

5
¢ Offences.

ﬂEvery person who fails to' comply with the
provisions of these Regulations shall be guilty
of an offence. }

18

" Penalties.

Where a penalty is set out in any para-
graph of these Regulations it is the maximum
penalty prescribed in respect of any person
committing a breach of such paragraph.

Areas Where Applicable. -

The Regulations apply to the following
Municipalities: Box Hill, Brighton, Brunswick,
Camberwell, Caulfield,. Chelsea, Coburg, Col-
lingwood, Essendon, Fitzroy, Footscray, Haw-
thorn, Heidelberg, Kew, Malvern, Melbourne,
Moorabbin, Mordialioe, Northcote, Oakleigh,
Port Melbourne, Prahran, Preston, Richmond,
South - Melbourne; « St. . Kilda, Sandringham,
Williamstown, and the Shires of Braybrook
and Mulgrave, Blackburn and Mitcham, and
were made uniform in these areas in Noyem-
ber, 1939, and can be extended to other Muni-
cipalities or Shires on the application of the
Municipality or Shire by proclamation of the
Governor in Gouncil published in the Govern-
ment Gazette.

T

SAFE DRIVING CAMPAIdN FOR INDIVIDUAL
| DRIVERS.

This campaign is open to (a) Owner Drivers of any
class of. motor yehicle who are insured under & compre-
hensive policy; and (b), Owners’ Nominees, who also
must be driving & car on the public roads, and such car
must be insured by its owner under a' comprehensive
policy, PERT |

The Awards are:— %

() A Diploma to every driver who has completed
the twelva months from date of entry each year
without being inyolved in any accident for which
he wes in any way blameworthy. S

(b)_ A Silver Medal to every driver upon first gaining
five such certificates for consecutive years.

(c) A Bar for Medal to every driver for each

_ further year. = . :
(d) A Gold Medallion to every driver upon, first
. completing  ten’ consecutive years .free from
mccident, .~ © : %

Entry fee is b/~ per snunm, and no extra charge is
made for awards. | . ’

Full particulars on application to the National Safety
Council, . 60 Market Street,” Melbourne,

Wilke & Co. Py, Ltd., Printers, Jeffcott St., Melbourne.
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...are YOU
i~ | INSURED

SAFETY [

ALWAYS.,
Obey the
Traffic Rules
Yourself
——BUT
Remember
that the
other fellow
may. not do so.

INSURE

to protect yourself
from Loss
through an
unforeseen
accident

THE AUTOMORBILE FIRE &
GENERAL INSURANCE CO.
OF AUSTRALIA LTD.

389-395 LITTLE FLINDERS STREET,
MELBOURNE, C.1. "Phone: M 1871.




