
Denis Moore 

Denis Moore was born in Burnie, Tasmania in May 1934. As a school boy he showed his talent for 

running by winning the Burnie Mile three times at the Burnie Carnival which is the premier running 

carnival in Tasmania and is considered one of the 'big three' professional Gifts in Australia along with 

Victoria's Stawell Gift and the Bay Sheffield in South Australia. 

He went to secondary school at St Virgil’s College for boys in Hobart. His first job was with Australia 

Titan Products in Heybridge near Burnie. 

Denis married Frances Davey in 1964 and they came to Melbourne in 1972 to provide better 

opportunities for their children. Denis’s cousin, Owen Bugg who worked for the CRB in Kew, advised 

him to apply for a job at the CRB. 

Denis started working in the Traffic Engineering Division Data Processing Section in 1973. Pretty soon 

he had groups of men going for a run at lunchtime or after work. He just had a way of encouraging 

people to give it a go. “Keep a diary” he would say, “so you can watch your progress”. “If you can’t 

talk while running then you are training too hard”. He was able to motivate people and make running 

enjoyable. 

The article below appeared in the CRB Roadlines magazine. Denis joined the Professional Cross 

Country Club of Victoria and pretty soon had others join him there: Ken Barnhill, David Williamson, 

Graham Hanson, Allan Bowman & Nick Szwed. At one stage the Herald newspaper referred to Denis 

as the Bart Cummings of professional running. 

 

Noel Anderson, Denis Moore, Brian Weston & John Harper 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stawell_Gift


 

 

 

 



 

 

 



In late 1979 Denis took his family to Queensland to explore for a business opportunity. When that 

didn’t come to fruition, he returned to the Traffic Engineering Division where he worked until he 

retired from VicRoads in 1999. He then worked for a consultant until 2008.  

Denis retired to Somerville and still catches up with some of his CRB runners for lunch occasionally. 

 

2014 David Williamson, Denis Moore, Nick Szwed & Ken Barnhill 

 

 

 

2021 Ken Barnhill, Nick Szwed, Denis Moore, David Williamson & Graham Hanson 


