Peter Hassétt UWE{S understandably a

“lfeel like being kept in cold storage;” said
Peter, who had been due to take up his new
position as Senior Road Maintenance En-
gineer at Labasa, located on the second major

~ island in Fiji. But a military coup in Suva had
put a slight setback to Peter's travelling plans.

“The worst part is that I've gotten rid of all
my winter clothes,” he sighed. “Most of them
are in a container on a boat.

“I've rented my house out on a two year
contract, too,” he added. “The only good thing
is that I didn't sell my car”
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© There’s no escaping the Tax Man,rv Bill Far-
rell finds out at Tullamarine. Bill flew out to Fiji
~ ven Monday 4 May with his family. -

Peter is one of several RCA staff members
who have been seconded to the Fijian Pub-
lic Works Department to participate in a $64
million (Australian) Road Upgrading Project.
When Transport Minister, Mr Tom Roper, an-
nounced the appointments in April, all in-
volved thought they’d be savouring the mild
tropical climate by mid June.

Enter one Lieutenant-Colonel Rabuka.

Within a day Australian newspaper head-
lines began screaming about ‘military coups’
and ‘civil unrest’ For the RCA staff members
the upset could not have come at a worse pos-
sible time—a mere four days before the first
contingent was due to fly out of Australia.
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nnoyed when we rang him in late May.

He had planned to be in Fiji, but instead was sitting in an office at Barwon Region;
outside the temperature was hovering on a bleak 13°C.

Peter wasn’t the only one caught off guard
by the army’s impromptu appearance in the
Fijian Parliament. David Wood, Manager-
Reporting, was due to take up a new role of
Senior Cost Accountant in Suva. The trek
would have been his first airline ride—apart
from a joyflight over Merimbula two years
ago.

gDavid had put his house on the market,
sold two cars, and the family dog. On top of
that, his wife, Pat, had resigned from her job.

But despite claims of violence in the island’s
capital, David was still eager to fly out.

“I think a lot of the reports were blown out
of proportion by the media,” he said. “My wife
was in contact with people who work with
Shell in Suva, and they weren’t worried at all
by the coup.”

Lyle Grinter, an Engineer at Central Gipps-
land, echoed David’s sentiments.

“I don't think it is as bad as it's been made
out.” he said. “Certainly not as bad as what's
been painted by the media”

Farewell

Lyle said that he hadn't really been incon-
venienced by the sudden change in work ar-

rangements. He did hint that it was a bit em- '

__barrassing returning-to the office—only a tew

days after celebrating his farewell party.

Lyle will be based at Lautoka, a town on
the northwest of the main island about a half
hour drive from Nadi Airport. He and Peter
Hassett have been appointed to the two po-
sitions of Senior Road Maintenance Engineer.

Also joining them are Cliff Lawton, Main-
tenance Engineer-Dandenong, Barry Brom-
ham, Scientific Officer—Materials, Bill Farrell,
Engineer-West Gate Freeway, and John Moy-
lan, Engineer—Baddaginnie Bowser.

Heading the intrepid crew is Geoff Hose,
Direct Works Engineer—Central Gippsland.
Geoff takes on the position of Project Manage-
ment Engineer for the Road Upgrading
Project.

Fiji, but it
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.,,.'»

At time of going to
press, arrangements
were being made for the
seconded staff to fly out
of Melbourne in either
late June and early July.

[

There may be political upheaval in sunny

hasn’t deterred the seconded RCA

officers who finally left in late June and
early July to start their new positions.
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® Geoff Hose: flying out to take the role of Project Management Engineer.

araln is OKAY, say loca[s

You won't have any problems finding a car parking spot in the Central Gippsland Region office—
i’s very rarely full. Pas Monacella, a Drafting Officer, prefers pedal pushing to auto commuting,
although most of his office colleagues simply walk to work. Pas says he enjoys the Latrobe Valley,
and the night life in Traralgon and Morwell is great—“you've just got to know where to go".
Nevertheless, many outsiders probably think that Traralgon is the last place they want to go. But
say the locals, the image of Gippsland being a polluted, cold environment is simply not justified.

We spoke to several staff members at the Regional Office in
Central Gippsland to ask why they like the area, and there were

a few surprises. Our special feature story starts on page 8.

.
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*Phil : will be laying down the law from his Kew home

Phil tackles the

Phil Roscoe, the RCA’s genial Manager of Legal
Services, admits he first joined the RCA because he
got sick of hay carting.

“I was half way through my law degree at University, and
thought an office job would be a better way to spend my
summer vacation than carting hay.

“So I took on an Admin Class 1 position,” he adds. “That
was way back in December 1967

Phil has been the organisation’s chief legal eagle since
1979 when he was appointed Principal Legal Officer. He
had been the Assistant Legal Officer since 1974.

In July this year, Phil will be leaving the RCA to enter
into his family’s real estate development and investment
business and to engage in private legal practice. In some
ways it will be a risky venture, and he admits he could be
‘swimming against the tide.

“I've got to say that it is perhaps a foolish move in the
current climate,” he says. “It is the worst possible time with
the way that law is developing. Work is declining for many
solicitors, and I imagine a lot of private practitioners
probably would be elated at having a senior government
legal position.”

But Phil says he is looking forward to the new venture.
“I'll be working with my two brothers, Adrian and Chris,
who have been running a real estate development and
investment business, established by my late father.

“Big brother”

“It’s a case of big brother returning to the fold, but I'm
confident we'll work quite harmoniously and successfully

together.”

Diversions

SPRING FEVER

Office staff at the National
Library of Australia have taken
to trampolining in their efforts
to avoid RSI. According to the
library’s Assistant Director-
General, the organisation has
bought four trampolines for
typists and keyboard operators,
which probably means that it is
better equipped than most gym-
nasiums. The fight against RSI
has just reached new heights in
the nation’s capital.

Ves..buk hos the
Funny +ing bng
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New drafting officer in East
Gippsland office joining in on
conversation about the Cor-
porate Plan, naively asked col-
league: “What scale is it?
1:1000 or 1:5000?"

a

Having a flutter on the nags is
always a risky business. A syndi-
cate in the Central Highlands
Region has been racing a rather
lethargic trotter, Plenty To
Spare, whose performance on
the tracks has been anything but
spectacular. So abysmal was its
form recently that two syndicate
members, Kevin Lavery and
Doug Worrall, decided to pull
out: exactly three days before it
put its best foot forward and
romped in at Moonee Valley. It
paid a healthy 33/1. ’

a

Equally. risky these days is
the watery pastime of
sailing—just ask one Ex-
perimental Officer with the
Genoa Project. He was
returning home across the
lake from Mallacoota when
the wind began to wane,
leaving him in a somewhat
motionless state. Un-
deterred, he endeavoured
to start the outboard mo-
tor just as an unexpected
gust of wind suddenly hit
the mainsail, swinging the
boom around into his face.
While trying to stop the
resultant blood nose
another gust swung the
boom back again, hitting
our luckless able seaman
and sending him headfirst
into the deep blue sea.
With the wind now hitting
what seemed like gale
force proportions, the boat
headed off dragging its
forlorn captain behind
hanging onto the transom.
It is now believed the
seafaring chap is consider-
ing selling his boat for an
alternative, less hazardous
pastime, like skydiving or
rock climbing.

d

IDENTITY CRISIS

Week 1: A Melbourne based
press cuttings agency provides
regular news clippings to Head
Office about RCA related items
in the dailies. The service is
usually spot on, although occa-

sionally even the experts slip up.

On 8 April, amongst the more
routine matters of road funding
and arterial road links, was an
interesting news clipping on Don
Gibson. For those not familiar
with road construction matters,
Don has just released his new
country and western album. ..
on the RCA/Victor Collectors
series.

Week 2: We know that the RCA

is marketing its expertise, but
we never expected a full colour,
glossy brochure to arrive on a
desk entitled ““‘RCA The Natural
Investment. . . ”. Featuring a
photograph of a happy couple
with their smiling baby, one was
hardput to see the relationship
between young families and a
road construction authority. It
wasn't until the text on the next
page was scanned, however, that
one realised the publication had
emanated from the Head Office
corridors of the Radiata Contrac-
tors of Australia. The Frankston
based organisation is apparently
Australia’s fastest growing soft-

wood forestry contracting compa-

ny, and the only thing in com-
mon with us, apart from the
name, is that they plant lots of
trees!

Week 3: We're expecting the
postman to drop us the latest
newsletter from the Retail Con-
fectionary Association any day
now.

O

The Age “EG” liftout on 26
June presented a funny selec-
tion of quips from the popular
Yes Minister series. Some of the
more memorable comments
were:

Minister: “Shred it! No
one must never find it
again!”

Bernard: “In that case |

think it would be best if I
filed it”

Humphrey: “The public
are ignorant and

misguided” ,

Minister: “It was the
public who elected me. ..
Minister:  “Are you

describing politics as or-
ganised crime?”
Humphrey: “Well, disor-
ganised crime perhaps. . ”

O

Drivers not slow
in making excuses

A South African motorist
must have thought he was
on a West German
autobahn, not a
Johannesburg highway,
when he was picked up by
police in May.

The driver, seated in a -
Porsche, was clocked by
police doing 244km/hr—
more than twice the
maximum limit in South
Africa.

According to police, the
driver explained that his
car had been misfiring and
he was ‘using the throttle
to try to fix the problem.

If nothing else, the fast
talking motorist should
crack it for a mention in
the next edition of The
Book of Lists. A recent
edition of the popular
reference book features ‘33
Excuses for breaking the
speed limit’.

Compiled by a State
Trooper in Georgia, USA, it
features a selection of
excuses people gave when
caught speeding. Included
in the line-up are ‘Your
radar must be wrong, Tm
on vacation, ‘It's someone
else’s car), ‘[ was going
downhill, ‘I'm almost out
of gas, ‘My wife’s having a
baby’, ‘I've always driven
like this, ‘My fuzz buster
wasn’'t on!’

Cont. on page 16

tide

Phil also intends to establish a law practice in his home
at Kew, handling such familiar territory as local government,
common law claims, town planning and building disputes.
He hints that he’ll be steering clear of family law disputes.
“I haven't personally handled a divorce case for years.

One thing he’s certain : if his legal counselling in the future
is anything like what he has experienced at the RCA, life
won't be boring.

“It's been exciting working for such a large organisation
where we get every sort of enquiry from routine claims
about pothole damage to hefty, complex contractual
matters.”

Phil says he has been impressed with the progress that
the RCA has made in many areas.

“We've been leaders in introducing many aspects such as
the Roadworks Signing Code. That’s important, because I've
found that the community and the courts have high
expectations of highway authorities when it comes to such
areas as road signing.”

Phil departs from Head Office with a few regrets.

“I would like to have passed legal information on to the
regional offices using audio and video tapes. [ think the tapes
could have been valuable training aids in areas of contract
administration and roadworks signing, for instance.”

Phil believes that changes are inevitable in the current
climate.

“We've all got to be aware of changes in our work area,
and be responsive to change.

“A few years ago we may have approached external
solicitors to carry out certain services. Now the trend has
been to use our own in-house solicitors to conduct litigation
and conveyancing on the RCA’s behalf.

“Part of my role has also been to alert the RCA of the
many legislative changes over the years.”

Phil says working for the RCA has been extremely
rewarding, even if he did stay longer than he anticipated.

“The organisation has got a great history, and it’s going
to have a great future. I think much of the change will be
for the good, and that a leaner, more professional RCA will
emerge.’

Phil intends keeping in contact with his many friends and
colleagues at Head Office, not least his social tennis mates.
And despite the fact that he may now have to put in much
longer working hours, he says he will still find time to work
on restoring his R serics Bentley-and Bristol 403. “I'm a bit
of a car nut,” he says.

So, what if the real estate market falls flat, or the demand
for solicitors begins to wane? The ever judicious Phil is
optimistic.

“I can always go back to hay carting.”

Bill’s last day

Friday 3 April 1987 was an important day for Bill
Norris of the Plant Branch at Glen Waverley. He not
only turned 65 on that date, but also retired from the
RCA after 20 years of service.

Bill specialised as a Fitter, and has worked on a wide range
of equipment including complex linemarking and road
marking machinery.

To use a cliche, you could say he got to know every nut
and bolt in the workshop.

Bill served in the Navy before joining the RCA, and during
World War 2 found himself aboard the aircraft carrier, Ark
Royal. .

“We were torpedoed by the enemy and [ escaped through
a porthole;” recalls Bill. He came through the ordeal to serve
the rest of the war in submarines.

Bill's wartime experiences no doubt made him appreciate
the great Australian ‘mateship spirit, and he was ecstatic
when his wife organised a surprise send-off party at his
home.

“You can imagine his excitement when he walked around

the back of his house to be greeted by all his workmates,” -

says colleague, Ivan Hands.

“During his time with the organisation, Bill has made
many friends and a lot of his time at his send-off was taken
up with saying goodbye to them,” adds Ivan.

oThe canteen crew say goodbye to Bill. From left, Kath Dorsia,
Irene Jolly and Elaine Murray.

-
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On the move out west

The multimillion dollar West Gate
Freeway extension carried its first
“heavy” traffic in May, almost eight
months before the official opening of the
northern carriageway.

Two prime movers transported a 200 tonne
launching girder from Kings Way along the

In late 1988 when the project is fully
completed, to the tune of $170 million, three
traffic lanes will be provided in each direction.

Almost two kilometres of the 3.6 km long
freeway extension will be carried by the
elevated structure overpassing major arterial
roads in South Melbourne, and $140 million

recently completed northern bridge structure
in readiness to start work on the southern
carriageway. )

“The giant yellow launching girders have
become a familiar sight in Melbourne’s
skyline, working in tandem to lift the concrete
cells into place to form the elevated freeway
structure” David Jellie, Project Engineer, told
Interchange.

“Kings Way motorists will have witnessed
the construction activities over recent months
which will enable future freeway traffic to
pass over and onto this major arterial road.”

“One Way”

With the superstructure for the northern
carriageway now complete, ancilliary works
are in progress to allow the first stage to be
opened one way to eastbound traffic prior to
Christmas.

Asphalting, installation of services, erection
of lighting and approach roadworks will
continue over the coming months in
readiness for the planned opening.

The launching girders, which have been
working on the eastbound carriageway for
the past two years, will now operate on the
westbound carriageway lifting the 992 precast
concrete segments into place.

has been spent so far on the project.

eYou won’t see this sight very often-a 200 tonne launching girder on the move!

Climb aboard the sophisticated Swedish Road Surface Tester
and you'd swear you were sitting in an accessory from a
James Bond movie.

With on-board computers and close range cameras
mounted on its front, the only thing missing is the ejector
seat.

The vehicle was put through its paces in March when it
travelled on 4000 km of state roads to show RCA engineers
and technicians just what road testing was all about.

So what was the verdict?

“The surface tester is an advance in technology”, said an
impressed Bruce Phillips, Regional Manager South Western,
who had a chance to see the machine in action when it
travelled down Highway One to Warrnambool.

® The RST van cruises through the streets of Warrnambool en
route back to Melbourne.

So this is how the Swedes do it?

e Staff at South-Western Region check out the RST: so this is
how the Swedes do it?

At up to 90 km an hour, the van can test road roughness,
depth of ruts, cracking and macro-texture. It combines 11
highly accurate lasers mounted onto the front of the vehicle
with on-board computer technology which can gather,
process and store information.

“Previous testing systems have been time consuming and
relied on some subjective judgements,” said Bruce. “This
takes all that out”

Said Geoff Jameson, Research Scientific Officer, Materials,
“The RST data will complement that information which is
currently obtained in the annual road condition survey.’

Antiquated

The sleek Swedish machine certainly makes previous
testing methods look somewhat antiquated. For instance,
measuring the depths of ruts is often done with a ruler. The
new Swedish machine is also a bonus in urban surroundings.

“It provided us with the chance to survey Melbourne
metropolitan highways and freeways which are difficult to
survey manually because of high traffic volumes,” explained
Geoff.

The equipment, built into a Dodge van, arrived in
Australia in January and, after surveying roads in Victoria,
NSW, Queensland and the ACT, will head back to
Scandinavia.

The RCA has contracted Sydney consultants to trial the
tester.

“The Authority will now evaluate the results of the survey
and if all is satisfactory, will consider rehiring the Tester;”
says Geoff.

At the moment, there is only one machine in Australia
and it is shared by other State road authorities.

Hard at work in the Central Highlands are Bridge
Construction Workers Graeme Watson, left, and Les
Curtain, both from the Regional pre-cast concrete
yard.

Interchange is the staff magazine of the Road Construc-
tion Authority, 60 Denmark St., Kew, 3101. Address
contributions to The Editor, Corporate Relations, Head

Office. We accept colour and black and white prints,
and contributions should be typed if possible. Inter-
change hotline: 860 2584 or 860 2633.
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On the roa

The RCA’s ‘travelling circus’ hit town
recently. Melton town, to be precise.

They were all there : The Boss, Larrikan,
Fogly and Plod, as well as Jimmy, Tony, Bob
and Phil.

The ‘travelling circus’ as it is affectionately
known by some people, is actually the touring
Autograde gang, and their last job for the
season was on the new Melton Bypass.

The crew, based at Dandenong Region,
have travelled all over the state with their
beloved Autograde machine.

The name ‘travelling circus’ is just one title
which they tour by.

“The crew were working at Tynong one
night, under lights, when the local police
called around,” says Richard Warwick
(engineer, Dandenong). “They wanted to
know who was in charge of the ‘travelling
circus”’

The gang, who operate under Overseer
Bruce Waixel, are also referred to as ‘Unit
536, ‘Dandenong Autograde’ and the
‘Southern Autograde’ — amongst a variety of
other, less formal names.

Founding member

Bruce was one of the founding members
of the ‘circus’ when it was started from scratch
in 1983.

“The RCA purchased its second Autograde
from the NSW Department of Main
Roads,’recalls Richard. “The gang was then
formed under the overall control of
Superintendent of Works, Don Ross, and
Bruce Waixel”

® A routine check to see if the stringline
sensors are operating correctly.

Bruce (the Boss) now heads a closely knit
crew made up of Grant Larkin (Larrikan),
Russell Collander (Fogly), Paul Brasier (Plod),
Jimmy Collins, Terry Browning, David

Franklin and Phil Seeber.

The Autograde is used to shape the road
foundation and spread the layers of pavement
material to accurate finished levels. It can
operate over two lanes of road at a time, has
automatic controls and is self-propelled. The

was on the Mornington Peninsula Freeway at
Dromana.

Since then, they have made appearances
on the Warragul Bypass, at Pykes Creek on
the Western Highway, on the Princes
Highway duplication project at Tynong and
on the South Gippsland Highway.

Away from home, they lodge at either a
hotel or motel — a far cry from the old days
when sealing crews had to set up temporary
camps.

Bruce says he prefers working close to
home — that is, around Dandenong Region.

“I especially like working with my two
favourite Superintendents of Works, Bill
Wilson and Paul Donovan,” explains Bruce.
“The Autograde carries two symbols - the

eAndrew Attwell operating the windrow box.
The crushed rock is wet mixed at a plant
on site, delivered to the roadbed, and
tipped onto the road through the ‘windrow
box.

eAndrew Attwell and Terry Browning take a break while waiting for more crushed rock to be
delivered.

Brambridge, TonBroeke,«Colin.Heib, Bob

first job assigned to the ‘circus’ crew in 1983

with ‘the circus’

eBruce Waixel (‘The Boss’) inspects the
stringline to secure that the position is
accurate. '
crucifix (the Papal symbol) and the crown (the
King), in honour of my superiors.”
The hard working, hard living ‘travelling
circus’ will be on the road again later this
year.

e ‘Larrikan’ at the wheel of the Autograde

The Clamps
are Coming!

Melbourne City Council officials are thinking

about clamping down on parking

“I“offenders —with the dreaded wheel clamp!

Wheel clamps are prevalent i Eondon
where illegal parking has decreased over the
years by 30%.

The clamps fit on a wheel, lock it into a
stationary position, and can only be unlocked
by a parking officer— for a fee. In London,
motorists are only too aware of the costs of
clamping—£25 for the device to be removed
and £12 for the parking ticket. On top of that,
it is also extremely inconvenient as it can take
a number of hours to pay the fee and have
the wheel unclamped.

If Melbourne City Council do decide to
introduce the clamps, they won’t have to go
as far as London to see how the system works.

In Parkville, Ormond College has been
using their own clamps to deter city workers
from parking in the college grounds.
Ormond’s engineering students designed an
adjustable jaw clamp which can be secured
to a wheel by a hefty padlock.

College Master, Mr David Parker, says the
clamps have been very successful with
offenders.

eClamping down on offenders in London

Mr Parker and Melbourne City Council,
however, probably could consider themselves
lucky when it comes to dealing with traffic
violators. London’s parking officers and police
estimate that on an average working day,
approximately 350,000 motorists park their

car illegally somewhere in the city.



July, 1987

Interchange

Page 5

Sun Shines on Melton Bypass

A school holiday crowd of more than 300 bathed in winter sunshine at the opemng of the

$45 million Melton Bypass on July 7.

The day was made to order, and appropri-
ately so was the first car to travel on the
Bypass, a specially developed solar car built
by Ford Australia. The streamlined “S” model,
which will compete later this year in a solar
car race from Darwin to Adelaide, headed a
cavalcade of cars along the 8.8 km Bypass.

State Transport Minister Mr Tom Roper and
his Federal counterpart Mr Peter Morris joint-
ly opened the new freeway section which
completes the divided road link between Mel-
bourne and Ballarat.

“Mr Morris took time out from his prepared
speech to lead a group of children,from the
nearby Coburn Primary School, in a rousing
chorus of three cheers for the RCA workers
and contractors who completed the freeway
link on schedule.

As part of the formalities, the Ministers un-
veiled a plaque and performed the tradition-
al ribbon-cutting.

Ford Australia President, Mr Bill Dix, then
invited them to unveil his company’s entry
in the Pentax Solar Challenge.

The official motorcade followed on behind
the new Ford and, close at the heels, the first
public traffic included more than twenty vin-
tage and veteran vehicles from local car clubs
in Melton.

The opening ceremony was covered by all
Melbourne TV news services recording the
achievements of Lance Midgely and his
Project Staff who have worked on the project
over the past four years.

.And thanks to their efforts the streets
of Melton have now been returned to the peo-
ple of this fast growing satellite city, free from
the bulk of highway traffic which previously
thundered through the main drag.

® Vintage and veteran cars travel along the new
section of the Western Highway. It is now dual
carriageway from Melbourne to Ballarat.

e Top photo: The car of tomorrow? Ford’s solar
car was unveiled at the opening.

® A bit of a reunion: the three project engineers
who have worked on the bypass—from lef,
Charles Pashula, Lance Midgely and Ken
Mathers.

.

° Mr Tom Roper, Minister for Transport, makes a point at the opening. With him are Mr Bili Dix,
President of Ford Australia, Mr lan Stoney, Chairman and Managing Director, and My Barry Jones,
Member for Lalor.

Bendigo boys join in
the Easter Parade

Probably the last thing
Graeme Redwood thought
he would be doing during
Easter was walking down
Bendigo’s main street
handing out leaflets.

But Graeme, and several
fellow workers from the
Northern Workshop, found
that being part of Bendigo’s
‘Easter Procession’ was a nov-
el experience.

The Regional Depot, under
the guiding hand of Foreman
Max Goding, entered a head-
turning ‘float’ in the annual
holiday event, and it proved
to be a popular feature.

“We had a new Caterpillar
grader on top of a low load-
er,’ says Max. With a few_
colourful road signs adorning

e  What a whopper! Noel Hart-
well’s overwhelming RCA logo.
the deck, the entry looked
quite impressive.

About nine chaps from the
Depot spent a rostered day
off working on the display,
and Depot Painter, Noel Hart-
well, came up with what
must be the biggest RCA logo
in the State.

“During the procession we
had some of the guys and
their kids handing out
brochures,” says Max. “It
went over really well. Every-
one [ spoke to was

impressed.”

Max hopes they’ll be in it
again next year, too. “We've
just got to- think up a new
idea,” he says.

® The low loader leaves the Bendigo Depot for the big parade.

“ker in Bendigo’s

® Graeme Redwood, a Fitter,
looking every bit the:RCA wor-

‘Easter
Procession.

Floating a winning idea

The affable ‘Jumbo’ Pepper knows a good
float when he sees one.

And he reckons the RCA's latest entrant in
the Bairnsdale Riviera Festival was ‘pretty
good..

‘Jumbo), who recently notched up 28 years
with the East Gippsland Region, has been the
organisation’s float driver for the past ten
years in the Festival's much patronised
procession.

He made special mention of the work put
into the float by John Harris and Ken Reid.
“The lads put a lot of elbow grease into the
float,” he says, “because our entry definitely
looked resplendant.”

It also took the judge’s eyes—winning the
second prize in the procession’s ‘Commercial
Section’

O

o

® Jumbo’ Pepper with the RCA float which was on parade in Bairnsdale’s Riviera Festival,
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More People On Page 10

A composed Chef talks
about what’s cooking

When Head Office Chef, Greg Nippard, is asked to
prepare an appetizing spread for a retirement function
or a similar bash, it’s usually a piece of cake
(metaphorically speaking, that is).

Greg is a seasoned cordon bleu cook and has notched up
quite a few nosh-ups in his time.

In fact, he recalls that when he was Head Chef at the
Victorian Arts Centre, he'd be responsible for serving up
at least 800 meals a day to patrons.

“] worked there just after the Arts Centre restaurant
opened;” he explains. “I was in charge of six chefs and three
casuals, and we'd sometimes be serving up to three different
menus to 800 people a day.”

Chefs aren't always noted for their composure, so how
did he find working with six of them in the one
environment?

“We had to be cool, calm and collected,” replies Greg, “we
were cooking right in front of the people.”

Greg, who joined the RCA in January, spent his schooling
and apprenticeship at the William Angliss College and
University House. After graduating, he revived a restaurant
at the Glass House Hotel in Collingwood, before moving
to the kitchen at the Ozone Hotel, Queenscliff.

After six months there he went to the Vic Restaurant in
the Arts Centre for a hectic two years.

“] moved to Adelaide after that and started up my own
restaurant, ‘Chambers Bistro, in the city. It was very
successful”’

Greg returned to Melbourne, worked several months at
the Knox Club and the Bayswater Hotel, and then joined
the RCA.

“It's been good so far, “he says. “Though it is totally
different to what I've been used to”

Greg hints that he misses the opportunity, which
restaurants offer, of being more innovative, but admits he
is now bound by budgetary restraints.

“You've got to be creative with what you've got”

But he is glad that he can now enjoy a more realistic social
life, something which the restaurant scene denied him.

“When you're working at nights and on weekends, you're
social life is your work. You have to forget things like your
schoolfriends.”

Away from the cookhouse, Greg likes sailing and,
naturally, going to restaurants. He occasionally visits the
Metro Brassiere in Bourke Street and also likes to tuck-in
to some genuine Vietnamese cuisine at My Tien, in North
Melbourne. But where is his favourite eating place?

“The first restaurant that springs to mind is Jolly’s
Boathouse in Adelaide;” he says. “It serves a great mixture
of innovative and seafood dishes.”

eGreg can serve up a barby or a banquet

On the Run...

Jim Gillespie’s departure from the RCA in May didn’t
rate a mention in the weekly Personnel Notices.

Perhaps it should have. To a lot of people, he is much an
RCA employee as anybody in the organisation.

For the past ten years Jim, a driver with Armaguard, has
been the chauffeur and security man on the pay run.

During that time hes travelled 350,000 km, seen Pay
Officers hand over millions of dollars, and has met just about
every construction and maintenance worker in the
Melbourne metropolitan area.

“I've.been through about five regular Pay Officers,” laughs

Jim in a typical good natured fasiion. “I-get-on famously

with Pay Section, and everybody in Finance.”

Jim and his specially modified Transit Armaguard van
spend seven out of ten days a fortnight delivering pays. The
area covered ranges from Dromana and Donnybrooke to
Tynong and Melton, although a few daily outings have seen
them clock up hundreds of kilometres.

“We have travelled 350 km a day when the spray gangs
are on duty,” recalls Jim.

For the guys in Pay like Brad Willis, who has been with
the section for three years, Jim has been a blessing.

“He goes out of his way to make the job easier;’says Brad,
“and he knows most of the guys on the various jobs.”

eAnother payday for Brad and Jim

Bruce Young, who has been in Pay for a number of years,
is a bit more to the point. “Without Jim, we would've been
in a hole. He knows the runs, and knows all the employees.
We couldn’t have managed the pay runs without his
experience.’

Jim says the runs are usually uneventful, although
occasionally they do encounter over anxious members of
the public.

“We were handing out pays to Paul Donovan’s spray gang
at Westernport one day when all of a sudden the cops
arrived.

“They were quite apprehensive and thought a holdup was
in progress.” = —

Evidently they had been “tipped off’ by a nearby
resident—an old lady who assumed the RCA workers
surrounding the van were robbers.

“They eventually saw the lighter side of it”, says Jim, “even
though they did come all the way from Frankston.”

From late May, field staff began receiving their pays by
cheque, and consequently the cash runs have been
terminated.

“But we'll still be seeing Jim at least once a fortnight when
he drops off the cash pays for salaried staff,’explains Bruce.

In the meantime, Jim says he'll be back on other payroll
runs for Armaguard.

“It’s the end of an era for me here,” says Jim, “I feel like
I'm part of the RCA” :

Wood works, says Gary

According to mythology, the Greeks were said to have made
their final assault on the Trojans with the aid of a giant,
wooden horse.

Gary Williams builds wooden horses, but not quite on the
same grand scale.

He confines his artistic pursuits to creating wooden hobby
horses, amongst other things, for children, and now is
making his assault on the competitive Victorian toy market.

Gary, a Property Inspector at Head Office, runs a
successful part-time business designing and building
wooden toys — rocking horses, miniature cars and trucks,
doll's houses and the like. In fact, anything that can be
carved, cut or chipped from wood.

“Business is doing so well I've had to take on a partner,’
says Gary, who took on carpentry as a trade when he was
in the Army.

eA clown in the making

Today, he promotes his wares at “Toy Parties’ These are
low key affairs where prospective buyers can inspect his
toys in their own home or some other convenient venue.
He tells us that there is no pressure applied and that children
as well as adults are welcome to check out the merchandise.

“At these parties my representatives take orders. | then
make the toys and the reps deliver them to the buyer -
usually two to three weeks after the party”

Gary stresses that many people have no idea how complex
some toys can be.

“They don't like paying $15 for a miniature toy, which may
take two hours to make, but will gladly hand over $60 or
$80 for a doll’s house, which may only take half an hour
to create. People seem to think that ‘big’ is ‘expensive, but

* in this field, labour costs usually outweigh material costs””

Kid-proof

Gary guarantees his handiwork is sturdy and ‘kid—proof,
unlike many modern toys found on the shelves in the retail
stores.

He began chiselling and chipping when he was living in
Queensland.

“I was in between jobs, and thought it would be a good
way to fill in some spare time. I found that the work was
fulfilling, and that there was a real demand for traditional
wooden toys.”

Gary has spent most of his working life in the building
profession. Born in Victoria, he moved to Queensland about
ten years ago. Two years ago he was living near Brisbane
when he saw the vacancy for an RCA Property Inspector
in a newspaper.

“I had been thinking about moving back to Victoria so
I applied for the job, flew down for the interview and was
appointed,” he explains.

His role as Inspector requires him to inspect, report on
and supervise the maintenance of RCA owned houses and
commercial properties throughout the State.

He says he would welcome any calls from RCA staff
interested in his products. “I've been thinking about making

eWhipping up an order : Gary Williams at work

some mini graders, rollers and other types of plant,” he says.
“Some kids may be interested in having a model of
something that Dad drives. [ think it would make a great
gift”

Gary works from his Donvale home where he lives with
his wife and two children. You can call his toy-line on
860 2337 or, after hours 874 1798.

He even makes mini-Trojan horses to order.
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“Fiji

Staffing Officer, Paul Coffey.

e Getting ready to board ‘QFI7’ at Tullamarine are Cliff and Lorraine Lawton, seen here with

The new regional engineers

As the Principal Road Maintenance Engineer,
Cliff Lawton will be supervising activities for
the divisions based in Suva, Lautoka and
Labasa, working with Maintenance En-
gineers, Lyle Grinter and Peter Hassett.

The team will be responsible for all road
and bridge maintenance activities. They will
have to compile a Road Inventory for the
roads in these divisions, propose techniques
of maintenance and train staff and workers,
and assess pavement strength of sealed roads.
Along the way, they will also be helping to
prepare maintenance manuals.

“They will not be merely advisors,” said
Paul Coffey, Staffing Officer, Head Office, “but
will be invelved in carrying out and controll-
ing the work, as well as setting up systems

for the Fijians to use after they have gone”

Paul says that the engineers will not be
thrown into a strange country and expected
to fend for themselves.

“A local graduate engineer will be attached
to all of the expatriate engineers,” he explains.
“Regular meetings will be held to ensure the
project is progressing to everybody’s expec-
tations, and that it is in line with the Fiji
Government’s needs.”

In addition, the RCA will keep in contact
with those secondees via a regular mail-bag
service. “Technical backup will be readily

available from the RCA should they need it,”

says Paul, “but most of all they will still be
part of the RCA”

° A group shot with the RCA Chairman and Managing Director, Mr lan Stoney, and senior staff

at Head Office.

Barry keen to
set up Lab

Barry Bromham admits he likes to get away
from it all.

He’s been to Nepal twice and spent time in
Antarctica in 1973.

“Well, I've been to the coldest place on
earth, and the highest, so I'm hoping Fiji will
be the most pleasant,” he says.

Barry refers to the military incident as a
‘minor delay’, and has been eager since late
April to get into his new role as Senior Soils/
Materials Engineer. He will be in charge of
the Central Laboratory in Suva, but will also
be working in sub-laboratories set up in the
other divisions.

As his title suggests, Barry will be involved
in soils and materials testing as well as quali-
ty control of works on site and geo-technical
investigations. Barry will also be taking on
the role of teacher. Part of his duties will be
to train a counterpart local graduate engineer
in both laboratory and field testing works.

“I'm very enthusiastic about it,” he told
Interchange.

Drop them a line. ..

Do our seconded staff in Fiji a favour—drop
them a line and make 'em feel at home.
There’s no television network in Fiji and,

apart from newspapers, they will have little.

idea of what is news in Australia, let alone
the Regions.

To encourage communication, the RCA has
arranged for a weekly ‘mail-bag’ service at
Head Office. You can send letters, newspapers
etc., to the Mail Room by simply addressing
the correspondence: ‘C/- Fiji Road Project,
RCA'’ But don'’t forget to add the name of the
person or persons you're writing to.

If you're not a big letter writer don’t be
disenchanted—drop them a postcard show-
ing a fairy penguin.

L]
Going north?
The same service will be provided for David
Rolland and Rob Scott, seconded to the
Northern Territory Roads Division in Tennant
Creek and Darwin respectively. Any mail can
be addressed to the officer, ¢/~ Northern Ter-
ritory Secondment, and forwarded to the Mail
Room.

here we come!”

00
Fiji facts
Fiji has been the South Pacific’s most
prosperous island nation with booming
sugar, gold and timber industries.
Tourism is also worth about $222 million
(Australian) to the country, and is the is-
land’s most important industry. There
were approximately 800 Australian
tourists lazing in the sun at the time of
the military takeover, as well as 1000
other Australian residents living there.

It has a population of 714,000 compris-
ing of Indians (49%), Fijians (45%) and
Chinese, Europeans and Pacific Is-
landers. Its 300 islands enjoys a mild,
tropical maritime climate, and English is
the chief language.

Australia has been the largest aid
donor to Fiji, which is an independent
Commonwealth country.

e Continued from front cover

“We're Off!”

Geoff Hose (Direct Works Engineer-Central Gippsland)
has been appointed Project Management Engineer for
the Road Upgrading Project in Fiji. He will be ably
supported by Cliff Lawton (Dandenong), the new Prin-
cipal Road Maintenance Engineer, Lyle Grinter (Cen-
tral Gippsland) and Peter Hassett (Wimmera-Mallee)
both Senior Road Maintenance Engineers, David Wood
(Manager-Reporting), the Senior Cost Accountant, Bar-
ry Bromham, (Materials) the Senior Soils/Materials
Engineer, Bill Farrell (West Gate Fuwy), the Senior Es-
timating/Measurement Engineer, and John Moylan
(Baddaginnie-Bowser), the Senior Bridge Engineer.

 David Wood, Manager-Reporting, with Doug
Thompson, Acting Manager-Finance, at his fare-
well. David packed his accounting books and
suntan lotion and left for Fiji on July 4.

- Not a new role for Geoff

Geoff Hose (Direct Works Engineer—Central
Gippsland), takes on the prestigious role of
Project Management Engineer for the Fiji
Road Upgrading project.

The secondment will be for approximate-
ly three years.

Those taking up the positions will be work-
ing for the Public Works Department of Fiji,
which is responsible for roads as well as
water, sewerage and public buildings.

The work will be jointly funded by the Asi-
an Development Bank, World Bank and the
Fijian Government and will cost about $64
million (Australian).

Included on the agenda are the upgrading
of 107 km of roads, the replacement of two
major bridges and the purchase of construc-
tion plant.

“An additional requirement of the World
Bank is that an improved road maintenance
system be implemented on the total road net-
work,” says Geoff.

The secondments have been arranged in
conjunction with the Overseas Projects Cor-

poration of Victoria, a private corporation es-
tablished by the State Government to pro-
mote Victorian skills, expertise and technol-
ogy to overseas countries.

For Geoff, the role is exciting—but not
necessarily an entire new venture. He has
spent several weeks holidaying in Asia, in-
cluding Laos, and spent two years working
for the Snowy Mountains Engineering Cor-
poration in Thailand.

But he still regards it all as a challenge.

“It is a totally different work environment
to Australia,” he says. “You can't always rely
on other resources to do things for you. But
you really feel like you are achieving some-
thing when you help to build a road or a
bridge in these places””

Geoff expects he will be looking into all ele-
ments of the project, which will involve travel-
ling to various activities around the country.

He says his children, aged 9, 10 and 12, are
keen to settle down in a new culture. After
all, they got conditioned to non-Western liv-
ing when they went to school in Thailand.

b

© Peter and Glenda Hassett and family.

Into the (Thai) hills

Are you one of the thousands of tourists
who were contemplating a visit to Fiji in
the next six months? :

No doubt you may be having second
thoughts about touring the popular South
Pacific retreat.

Well you don’t have to look far for an
alternative holiday.

The enchanting Buddhist kingdom of
Thailand is only a short flight away, and now
a Melbourne based travel company is offering
the ‘adventure holiday of a lifetime’

Thai Trekking Adventure Tours, run by
Lance Horsley, organises trekking groups to
explore new horizons beyond the country’s
most northern capital, Chiang Mai.

For around $1630 you can organise a 14 day
holiday which includes airfares, a barge trip
on the Mae Nam Chao River, meals while on
the trek, and an elephant safari.

“Before departing I meet with group
members for briefing and a fitness
assessment,” says Lance. “Trekking in
Thailand is no more strenuous than
bushwalking in Australia, provided everyone
is prepared.” For more details about this years
treks, call Lance at his office on (03) 698 0238.
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Geoff Hose, now working in Fiji on
secondment, admits he had misconceptions
about the Latrobe Valley when he decided
to apply for the position of Direct Works
Engineer in late 1985.

“I was reluctant at first,” he says. “But I have liked it here.
I think people who don’'t know the area have ideas that it
is very polluted. Well it’s not. The pollution is not as bad
as in Melbourne, and that’s factual”

And for those who want the facts, says Geoff, a six year
study of air quality in the Latrobe Valley has shown that
Valley air is generally far better than Melbourne air.

The study was the most comprehensive of its type in
Australia, and included scientists and engineers from the
SEC, CSIRO, Environment Protection Authority and Latrobe
Valley Water and Sewerage Board.

The study’s main aim was to develop a detailed knowledge
of the relationship between emissions and their effects on
air quality.

The report, entitled ‘Air Quality in the Latrobe Valley—
the State of Knowledge June 1986, also established that air
quality in Latrobe Valley townships is no worse than
anywhere else, and pollutant concentrations are well below
levels of concern for health.

All health-related air quality objectives set by the EPA
have been met during the study.

The study discovered some interesting facts about the
effects of discharges from power station chimneys. One
important find was that plumes of smoke rarely reached
the ground level in the Valley due to air temperature
inversions.

The report makes the point that air quality in the Valley
seems to be poor because brown coloured layers are
sometimes seen hovering in the air.

These layers concern people even though tests have
shown that the air quality is good at ground level.
___“The layers are due to emissions of particles which occur

from, not only unustally high-emissions from tall stacks,

but also burning off, incineration and windblown dust from

agricultural land and open cuts,” says the report.

The report concludes that emissions control equipment
at power stations will ensure that the Latrobe Valley air
quality continues to be good.

e Jeff Bennett prefers the rural life.

© Until 1944, the area now known as Central Gippsland Region
was controlled by Head Office staff. An office—inside a
prefabricated house—was established in Traralgon in 1950
when Mr Frank Docking was appointed Divisional Engineer. The
current office and laboratory building were officially opened
in February 1969.

)
KR

A River of Little Fish

The name Traralgon is often mispronounced by people, including some
who actually live in the city. Perhaps its original spelling. ‘Tralgon,
would have been a little easier.

1t is thought that Traralgon received its name from two early settlers,
Edward Hobson and his brother, Dr Edmund Hobson, who had land
running on both sides of the Traralgon Creek in 1844.

The name comes from the aboriginal words ‘Tarra, meaning a river,
and ‘Algon, meaning little fish, forming the title ‘River of Little Fish.’
It was said that the present spelling of the name originated from the
doctor who spelt it “Tralgon’ in a letter to his wife.

- Valley Express, July 1987

What do Central Gippsland people think of their Region? The general consensus is that . . .

“The Valley is Oka

'99

o The Princes Highway—much of it is duplicated between Melbourne and Traralgon.

The Region’s Planning and Design Engineer, lan Inglis,
is decidedly pro-Gippsland. He's been in the Region since
1974.

“What you have got in the city, we have in a rural
environment. Shops, community facilities and so on. Plus
we've got a choice of beaches, mountains and some great
national parks, the best of everything, really.”

Ian walks to the office on most days which, he assures,
is much healthier than sitting in a car fuming for an hour
in Melbourne’s peak hour. Like many of the staff at Central
Gippsland, a 20 minute driveto-work-would be out of the
question—unless you had a blown head gasket or a flat tyre.

For Neil Jones, a supervising engineer who lives in the
tiny township of Tyers, the office is only fifteen minutes away.
Neil's neighbour and colleague, Jeff Bennett, an
Experimental Officer on the Morwell project, doesn’'t mince
words when it comes to talking about urban lifestyles.

“I'll never go back to Melbourne again,” he says. “At Tyers
where I live, it’s rural and peaceful. Originally I came from
the city, but when I go back there now I only get aggravated
travelling on the roads.”

For those who aren’t familiar with the area, the Central
Gippsland office is located in Kay Street, Traralgon, which
Geoff Hose claims is only a short “one and a half hours drive
to Melbourne”.

Then again, some would say that’s the only disadvantage
about the place. It should be two hours.

Other Strengths

Geoff believes that, from an engineering point of view, the
Central Gippsland Region has much to offer.

“There is a lot of diversity for technical or engineering
staff here. The region has a wide variety of major works
as well as the more routine areas.”

Geoff highlights the multi-million dollar bypass of Morwell
as the Region’s most important project, but he adds there
are always a range of activities in progress. On any day,
various road crews in the Region could be working on the

e Stage One of the multi-million bypass of Morwell should be

completed in 1989.

tourists’ road through Wilsons Promontory, on the busy
Princes Freeway near Morwell, up in the alpine areas near
Mt Baw Baw, or on the isolated forest road north of the
historical town, Walhalla.

“From an engineering viewpoint, it's very good,” says Ken
Salter, Construction Engineer on the Morwell Bypass. “The
Gippsland area provides a great variety of urban and rural
work; the full engineering spectrum.” Ken was also
Construction Engineer with the Warragul Bypass, which he
quickly reminds us ‘won an engineering excellence award
in 1986

Latrobe area has -
many trump cards

The Latrobe region extends from the snow capped peaks
of the Baw Baws to the towering granite bluffs of Wilsons
Promontory. Through its heartland runs the Latrobe Valley
which holds vast brown coal deposits that provide 85% of
Victoria’s electricity.

But it doesn’t end there. The area boasts 87% of Australia’s
crude oil reserves, 53% of Australia’s natural gas liquids, 36%
of Australia’s natural gas reserves, 15% of Victoria's water
resources, 13% of Victoria’s dairy cows and a 10% slice of
Australia’s potato production.

Plus what many consider to be the most diversified tourist
potential in the country.

Many RCA staff members cannot be located on weekends
during summer—you'd have to track them down at their
beach houses at Lakes Entrance, Loch Sport, Venus Bay and
Inverloch. While on the topic of housing, current prices in
the Traralgon area are said to be ‘quite reasonable.

“You can live in town or out on your own farmlet,” says
Bruce Van Every, Acting Regional Manager. “Introductions
to friendly bank managers can be arranged.”

The problem is the perception

You'd never catch ME in Gippsiand
0ot with 3|l that pollurion ! !

KINGS WAY

Latrobe Valley air is not a health risk and the major problem
is changing the views of the people outside the Valley.

Many of them, it seems, wrongly believe that the air in
the Valley is of unacceptable quality. This was the point
made in the release of the State of Knowledge report
released in December, 1986.

Dr Brian Robinson, chairman of the Environment
Protection Authority, says that the ‘problems of perception
need to be addressed’.

Copies of the report have been issued to local authorities,
interest groups and libraries.
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‘Personally, I think ...

Some people from Central Gippsland talk about their Region.

e Daryl Lancaster, Ex-

perimental Officer: ‘I like
Traralgon...I did go to
Queensland once and liked it

® Paul Redel, Clerk of Works:
‘[ certainly don’t mind being
here...’

e Peter Ryan, Bridge Con-
struction Engineer: ‘There
are excellent opportunities
here for engineers. . . there's
major work on freeways to
minor maintenance of roads
around Walhalla...I've
spent time at Benalla, and
regard the work at Baddagin-
nie Bowser and Morwell to
be equally as fulfilling. .’

O

e Pas Monacella, Draftsman:
‘There’s plenty of night life
...you've just got to know
where to go..!

better, but Traralgon is good.
I'm a skier and it’s only a one
hour drive for me to the Mt
Baw Baw summit’

® Dawn Newby, WP Oper-
ator/Secretary: ‘When we
were living in Springvale
South some 14 years ago, two
of my sons were suffering
from Asthma. We came here,
and they both grew out of it.
It’s a fantastic place to live.
Almost everyone who has
come to work here has liked
it,. . .nine out of ten have
gone back to Melbourne only
because of promotion. ..

O

® Graeme Rodgers, Regional
Admin Officer: ‘A pleasant
aspect of life here is that
everything is so close. In
most cases, it only takes five
or ten minutes to travel
somewhere—you don't
spend half your time sitting
waiting at red traffic lights.
We're conveniently situated
to snowfields, national parks,
seas and lakes and Mel-
bourne. Everything within an
hour and a half drive..”

¢ Neil Jones, Supervising En-
gineer: ‘I like the area; the
people are friendly, and there
is a good range of sporting,
social and cultural activities
available in the Latrobe Val-
ley area. . .as for the pollu-

e Richard Fanning, Engineer
Class 1: ‘It’s easy to adapt to
the work here. I've lived in a
few other country towns, and
I think there seems to be
more to do here in
Traralgon. .’

e Sharon Suares, Admin
Officer: ‘I live in Morwell and
it's only a ten minute drive.
There’s no traffic hassles
here. .’

O

Craig Cinquegrana, an En-
gineer on the Career De-
velopment Scheme:

‘One of the main attractions

in this region would be the
quality of work experience,
particularly in the construc-
tion area. Since starting at
Traralgon I have worked on
the South Gippsland High-
way, with relatively small
direct labour construction
gangs, followed by large scale
freeway work by contract at
Morwell. This work included
bridge construction
experience’

tion. The APM and the SEC
were a problem in the past
but they have greatly im-
proved in order to meet EPA
regulations. . .being in
heavy traffic in Melbourne is
much worse’

© Graeme Rodgers inside the Trraglon Centre Plaza where it’s ‘retail life in the fast lane’—lots
of shopping trolleys, lots of cash registers, and everything from cat food to fishing rods.

Shopping Around

Highway One Will Soon Be Two

Traffic estimtes show that by
the year 2000, approximate-
ly 20,000 vehicles a day will
be using the Princes Highway
between Melbourne and
Traralgon.

Fortunately, a long time be-
fore that date, the entire sec-
tion of Highway One will
have been duplicated to mect
the increased volumes.

A new section was opened
recently, near Tynong, which
means that 120 km of the to-
tal 160 km length have now
been converted to dual car-

Archery,
anybody?

Lindsay Marshall has to make
an important decision
whenever he decides on a
round of golf.

Mainly, which Golf Club to
head for.

From his home in Traralgon
there are no less than five
courses within a 20 minute
drive—Yallourn, Moe, Toongab-
bie and Yarram—as well as his
home town.

“This area is great for golf,”
says Lindsay, a Roadmaster,
adding that some enthusiasts
even travel the 40 minute trip
to Sale for a round.

For active sports purists,
there’s everything in this region
from archery to ultra-light air-
craft flying.

Traralgon townsfolk also
have access to a diverse range
of community organisations in-
cluding clubs for aer-
omodellers, cacti lovers, coun-
try music fans, nudists, would-
be mountaineers, gliders, surf
fishermen and fisherwomen,
Scottish dancers and bird ob-
servers. There's even a Commu-
nity Tug-Of-War Club, if you're
that way inclined.

Geoff Hose, the Region’s ex-
Direct Works engineer says that
residents can get into practical-
ly any type of sporting club they
wants.

“We possibly can pull a few
strings here at the office” he
says. “Bruce Van Every is Vice-
captain of the Traralgon Golf
Club, and Col Scammel is cap-
tain of the Tyers Cricket Club.”

riageway. The 9 km duplicat-
ed Tynong section was
opened on 10 April by the
Transport Minister, Mr Tom
Roper.

Mr Roper said that the
Government had placed a
high priority on the duplica-
tion of the Princes Highway

between Melbourne and
“Traralgem. — R

“The entire project should
be completed by 1989 at a to-
tal cost of $51 million,” Mr
Roper said. “Work is
progressing on the Bypass of
Morwell too and the first
stage is also expected to be

Success won't
spoil the Humpy
Club

Just how good are the Humpy
Back Llamas?

More importantly, who are
the Humpy Back Llamas?

“It's the Region’s official
sports club,” replies one of its
founding members, Col
Scammel.

“And we admit to having
limited sporting attributes.”

Formed about four years ago,
the Humpy Club, assures Col,
is probably more famous for its
convivial after-hours imbibing.

“Ut’s a very sociable club,” he
says. The spirited Col explains
that he and Tony Joyce (ex-
RCA) started the Club in 1984.
“We play all year round, par-
ticipating in local competition
indoor cricket, volleyball and
basketball”

Col admits that, generally,

completed in 1989

The Tynong to Longwarry
project is being funded by the
Federal Government under
the Australian Bicentennial
Road Development Program
and the Australian Land
Transport Program. Work is
being carried out by a project
team based at Pakernham and
headed by Mr Ted Goddard.

The section was the first
stage of a 24 km project
which extends from Nar Nar
Goon, past Bunyip and Long-
warry, to the Bypass of
Drouin.

o A slick combination—the
Humpy Back Llamas.

they are non-achievers except
in the volleyball stakes. That's
when the going gets serious.
“We’ve made the finals each
year,” he says. ‘Although in
basketball we did crack it twice
out of eight seasons for a finals
appearance.” .

At the end of each particular
season, the Humpy crew in-
dulges in a celebratory bash
which really tests one’s stami-
na. So, what are the esoteric
connotations behind the name
Humpy Back Llamas?

“It means nothing. Tony
came up with the Humpy Back
and I came up with the Lla-
mas,” explains Col with a docile
shrug.

The gregarious Humpy Backs
are always looking for new
members who meet their strict
entry standards. If you can
play sport—it’s even better.
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Drafting Matters

When these lads get together every so often, the conversation always turns
to drafting matters.

What can you expect when 90% of the group is made up of Supervising
Drafting Officers from all over the RCA.

The officers attend regular meetings organised by Road Design, and
a recent gathering was held at Dandenong.

“The meetings provide a useful forum for the interchange and
communication of technical and drafting matters between various design
groups,” explains Norm Bettess, a Supervising Drafting Officer from
Dandenong.

The meeting gave the officers a chance to inspect some low profile
drafting tables and chairs, currently on trial, and watch a demonstration
of a new Xerox plain paper plan printing machine.

® Regional Manager Stan Hodgson, sixth from right, with Supervising Drafting

Officers at a recent meeting in Dandenong Region.

Eric: a flir for

Eric Martin, the man who
developed and installed
Victoria’s first traffic signals
for the CRB, died on Friday
19 June.

His death closes another
chapter in the life of one of
the CRB’s most colourful and
unassuming staff members.

A radio ham and qualified
radio telegrapher, Eric joined
the organisation in 1934 to
work on the road gangs with

B — the South  Melbourne
© Eric at the age of 80. Storeyard.

But his talents were more suited-to-other. tasks. In 1936
he was offered the position of chauffeur to the Chairman,
Mr McCormack. The Board was obviously impressed with
Eric’s qualifications; he had previously been official driver
for the Duke and Duchess of York (now Queen Mother)
during their visit in 1927 to open Parliament in Canberra.

Eric drove the Board over every kilometre of road in the
State; if roads were impassable, inspections were completed
on horseback.

After serving with the RAAF during the war, he returned
to the CRB’s film unit, screening movies to the workers at
depots all over Victoria.

It was his flair for electronics, however, where Eric made
his biggest impact. His skills saw him develop and install
the first traffic signals in the State at a busy highway
intersection near Deer Park. He adapted American traffic
counters to suit Australian conditions and refined them to
register both cars and multiple axle vehicles. He invented
transistorized counting machines which were later patented
by the CRB.

When Eric retired in 1969 he was, rather appropriately,
the Electrical Officer and his duties were as varied from
changing blown light globes to testing concrete on bridges
with his own specially devised meter.

His send off was fairly low key, in keeping with his own
unpretentious nature.

“I'm sure he would never have told his friends at the Board
of all his accomplishments,” says his daughter, Vivienne, who
lives at Ringwood. “He was such a modest person. It has
helped us in our bereavement to think he had such a full
and interesting life.”

Eric’s fascination with electronics never waned. Just one
week before he died he was working on circuits for a new

metal detector. He was 83 years old.
¥ J

vy D KC{O‘}' ¢

Big 60

© When you need 60 birthday candles on your cake, you have

to be very careful not to stand too close to the smoke detectors.
Roy Claringbold, Senior Clerical Assistant in Stationery,
celebrated his 60th on June 25, and is seen here with Keith
Dever, Stationery Supplies Officer, and lan Walker.

electronics

Showing Merit

Having a knack for working on car engines has paid off
for 18 year old Chris Hummer. He recently was presented
with a ‘Merit Award’ by the Rotary Club of Waverley during
the 1987 Apprenticeship Year awards. Chris took out the
honours in ‘Fitting and Motor Engineering’, and has been
training at Batman Automotive College. He says he has been
getting valuable experience working as an apprentice both
at Head Office and Glen Waverley.

“I've had the chance to learn all about earthmoving
equipment and heavy stream motor mechanics,” says Chris,
who also spends the odd after hours moment working on
his 1969 HK Holden.

Well Versed

Princes Street Senior Cafe Attendant, Heather Haywood,
was farewelled recently with some sentimental verse, read
by composer Noreen Meagher.

Former Chairman in Queen’s
Birthday Honours List

Former RCA Chairman and Managing Director, Mr Tom
Russell, was one of the 320 Australians awarded in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

Mr Russell was made a Member of the Order of Australia
(AM) ‘for service to road engineering and construction.

The honour is an appropriate reward for Mr Russell’s dis-
tinguished service with the RCA. He joined the then CRB
in January 1943, as a diplomate engineer, working his way
up to Chairman in December 1978. Due to the restructur-
ing of transport in Victoria, he became the last Chairman
of the CRB and subsequently he was appointed Chairman
and Managing Director of the new RCA.

When he retired he was one of the organisation’s longest
serving members.

New Directions

Keith Barrasford has had a rather significant change in his
lifestyle over the past 12 months. He's recently returned from
a 12 month jaunt travelling overseas, is about to shift his
family to a new home in Warburton, and has resigned from
Asphalt Division—to sell new cars.

Well, they do say a change is as good as a holiday.

Keith joined the RCA in the summer of '71 when he was
appointed to the Wages Section in Head Office. He then
took on a few stints in Claims and Costing before moving
to Asphalt Division.

Keith, 36, says he has no reservations about his new career
prospects with Graham Werner Toyota in Ferntree Gully.

“It'll be a refreshing change and more of a challenge”

Keith says he is only too happy to meet staff members
from anywhere in the RCA. He's already sold one new
Toyota to a Head Office employee, and can be contacted
on (03) 758 8222.

Personnel Notes...

Other movements around the Authority :

e Dennis Daly retired in June after 29 years service. Dennis
joined Bridge Design in August, 1958, before moving to the
then Geelong Division as a Supervising Engineer. He was
appointed to Engineer Class 3 in May, 1967, and then to
a Class 4 position in April, 1986.

e On 7 July David Turnbull retired as an Admin Officer with
the Freight Vehicle Limits Section at 89 High Street. David
has been involved in transport since he joined the
organisation as an Assistant Traffic Officer in December,
1963. He was appointed Traffic Officer two years later, and
then became Senior Traffic Officer in 1976. In 1983 he was
appointed an Admin Officer with the then Vehicle Limits
Section.

e The Regional Manager of the Central Highlands, Ted Oppy,
retires on 3 July. Our reporter in Ballarat will file a story
for the next edition of Interchange.

e Regional Admin Officer at the Northern Region, Ross
Furness, resigned in early April. Ross has been one of our
two intrepid newshounds based at the Region, and
Interchange would like to thank him for his assistance over
the years.

e Mr Vic Moll retired in May as Acting Principal Construction
Engineer in Operations Branch. Vic was the most senior
person to transfer to the CRB when it amalgamated with
the MMBW Highways Division. He joined the organisation
as the Chief Urban Projects Engineer. )

e A sad but at the same time happy event took place at
Glen Waverley on 3 July when Eric Piper, Senior Plant
Inspector, retired after a staggering 47—count them—47
years with the RCA. Staff from all over the State attended
his farewell . . . after 47 years you certainly build up quite
a few contacts.
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INTRAY

SURVEY &
MAPPING
DIVISION

From our Writer in
Head Office

Knowing where some of us are
may assist us all in knowing
where we will want to be in the
future.

Introducing the Survey and
Mapping Personnel Roundup.

We welcome Mr Adolphus
Twitt to the ranks. Adolphus
comes from the division For Put-
ting Things On Top Of Other
Things and is our new Corporate
Model Developer Class 1. Well
done, Adolphus. 700 High Street
has been incorporated in the
NACAIDS campaign (refer the
advertisement in “The Age” on
6 April, page 2) and our staff
there have been moved to 27
Cotham Road Kew. Affectionate-
ly known as “Cotham City” it is
open for business via the new bat
phones.

Since the last issue in which we
featured spectacularly, many
things have happened. Red Roses
were given to all female mem-
bers of staff on Valentines Day—
courtesy of the “willing to con-
tribute” male staff ably led by Lou
“lock up your daughters” Marsal.

Congratulations to those 3
members of staff who recently
completed their final practical
exams to become licensed sur-
veyors. Two of those persons who
shall remain nameless gave a
new meaning to the phrase “just
in case something goes wrong I'd
better have.. ...

Bike week was celebrated with
a breakfast spectacular at the re-
cently constructed BBQ. BRAG.
(Bicycle Riders Action Group) has
been actively campaigning for a
new weatherproof bike shelter
and construction is expected to
begin as soon as the weather
improves.

Feedback &
Follow-up

A column which
features interesting
correspondence to
the RCA

Dear Ms. Evans,

This is a short note to thank
you for the field experience
opportunities the RCA made
available to our fourth year
students this past year. Both
students, Julie Collins and
Michael Roberts, gained
good insights into the
environmental sciences used
by the RCA. As well, they
apparently enjoyed their
time with the Authority.

A special thanks goes to
Mr. Matthews for his effort to
expose our students to a
wide range of activities and
to Mr. Tutt for the speed and
ease in which he placed the
students into the field
experience. It is clear that
without such individuals our
programme would not be as
meaningful to our students.

I hope that we will be able
to place one or two of our
environmental science
students with the RCA again
this following year. Until then
please accept our gratitude
for the time and concern
shown to these students.

J.Stuart Hoverman
Environmental
Centre

Melbourne College of
Advanced Education
Carlton.

Science

® On your bike. . .Survey and Mapping celebrate ‘Bike Week!

e Fifty and not out: Mr Gamble at
a recent birthday function.

The sports star of the month is
cycling ace Ken Toose who broke
all records by re-charging the bat-
teries for his lights in a record
4 hours 36 min 10 sec—gut bust-
ing stuff, Ken.

¢ Janine (Chukka) Stainer, above,
turned 21 and was presented
with a bright pink bike from her
work mates (another convert to
bike power).

To celebrate, a ‘Bad Taste
party was held and several mem-
bers of staff who attended gave
their all and easily won the bad
taste award on the RCA’s behalf.
Some still refuse to accept that
the Bundy was not spiked.

Our illustrious Manager, Mr
Roger Gamble, turned 50 and
you can rest assured that this
event was an honourable if not
mundane affair.

In the matrimonial stakes we
are pleased to announce that
Peter Beavis is unengaged again,
but not for long. Also, Alan Rick-
ard is not a father of a baby boy.
Welcome to them all—whatever
they aren't.

Steve Drummond is off in
search of better things to New
Guinea. Please send all donations
of pigs—so he can purchase a
wife—to Ken (only male pigs)
Adams.

NORTH
EASTERN

From Mike Farmer

in Benalla

Staff were shocked to hear of the
death of Kevin Morrison, Admin.
Officer, who retired after a peri-
od of ill health in December af-
ter 25 years of service. Sympa-
thy is extended to his widow
June and family.

Ex-Overseer, Mick Mitchell,
who retired a number of years
ago, died recently. Mick was one
of the longest serving members
of the CRB when he retired af-
ter 40 years of service.

Heather Hall has recently
returned from her honeymoon.

Staff were pleased to see Jo-
Anne Boyd back to work after
surgery to her shoulder.

Sophie Sharkie, our recep-
tionist, has returned from her
holidays in Brisbane. Believe she
and her husband Don had a love-
ly time with their daughter and
family.

NORTHERN

From Sandra Grace (nee
Curnow) in Bendigo
With all the name changes re-
cently, Bendigo Division—
whoops—Northern Region failed
to make an appearance last issue.
However we are all alive and well
with plenty of news this time.

We have farewelled a number
of friends including Bill Swinner-
ton after 28 years service, Eddie
Quinn, (Precast Yard), Paul Ayres
(Apprentice Painter), Bill What-
ley (Spray Gang), Jenny Hopcott
(Office), Ross Furness (Office).
Ross has taken up the position of
Personnel Manager at the Ben-
digo college of TAFE and we all
wish him well in his new job.

We were sorry to hear of the
death of Bill Halson from the
Stanhope Patrol and extend sym-
pathy to his family.

Bill Dunstan celebrated his
50th birthday on 2nd May.

sure everyone knew his political
bias when he spilt his beer over
David Kennedy. Denis claims he
was having trouble lighting his
cigarette and it was just an acci-
dent, but we are not so sure
about that.

If anyone has a set of trainer
wheels for sale, Lindsay Clay
would be interested in buying
them. It seems Lindsay has had
trouble manouevring the tram
tracks along High Street on his
bike and recently came off se-
cond best. Obeying all the road
rules and hand signals, Lindsay
was indicating a right turn into
a busy street one Friday when his
wheels caught in the tram tracks
and over he went. Without a mo-
ments hesitation, he picked up
the bike and his glasses and ran
to safety, carefully avoiding on-
coming traffic. The only casual-
ties were his good trousers, his
bike and his pride.

o The depot social club at Northern Region is renowned for the success
of its social functions., Here are a number of “familiar” faces enjoying
their Christmas party: rear, from left - Ian Thomas, Alan Gray, Don
Jackson, Andrew Smith. Front - Paul Staff, John Shelton, Ian Tomlins
and his wife.

Kids will be kids!

® A number of office and field
people made the annual journey to
Civinex to see how they could spend
all the RCA’s money. lan Brown
dreamt of a new tractor, Shane
Mannix, yet another new chainsaw
and Rick Hattam, well, that’s him
above.

The Transport Minister, Mr
Tom Roper, and Local Member,
David Kennedy, made a brief
visit to the office back in April.
Eats and drinks in the office
garden provided just the right at-
mosphere for people to air their
views. Denis Carolan (Lab) made

Welcome back to Graham Hill
after his trek across the
Himalayas. Graham spent 22
days trekking, reaching a maxi-
munm altitude of 17,700’. His jour-
ney started from Dumre and fol-
lowed the Marsyandi River up
and over the high pass at
Thorung La (Pass) then down the
Kaligandarki River through the
deepest gorge in the world,
finishing at Pothara. Graham
brought back many interesting
trinkets, including jewellery and
woven items. He is now kept
busy giving talks to local groups
on his wonderful experience.

A ‘Stirrer’ wooden spoon
award was presented to Shane
Mannix (Heathcote Patrolman) at
the Patrolmens Conference held
recently.

MIS

From Sue Picken in Head
Office

Joanne Cooney joins us as a
Word Processor Operator previ-
ously from Bairnsdale. Some of
you may have known Joanne
when she was in Registry from
1981 to 1983. Karen Pryor joins
us in Operations as a temporary
computing assistant until Sep-
tember, and two more staff have
migrated from Road Design. Sha-

ryn Moffatt joins us as the Office
Systems Co-ordinator and David
Sajfar joins us as an Information
Systems Officer, both part of the
Information Centre.

In case you're wondering
where the ergonomic’s team (He-
len Murphy and Peter Sanders)
have gone, they've been relocat-
ed to Human Resources. On leav-
ing MIS, they presented to the
staff an ergonomic chair with a
rounded seat for ease of use. The
“potty” now has pride of place
in the MIS area.

Also some of you may have
wondered what happened to Lois
Elmer from Training & Develop-
ment. ['ve pinched her! Actual-
ly Lois at the moment is being
shared between MIS, assisting me
with computer training, and Hu-
man Resources, assisting them in
Occupational Health & Safety.

Other staff happenings are
Sonja Boyce (Data Prep) has gone
on Maternity Leave and lan
Mullen recently got remarried.
From all accounts the wedding
was slightly unusual, the bride
wore black, the groom wore
white-and black and the cake
was black & white. For all of you
who know lan, it seemed very
appropriate behaviour.

Congratulations to Warren &
Jacqui Scaeche (both from MIS)
on the arrival of their new baby
boy Luke.

WIMMERA -
MALLEE

From Ivan Jones

in Horsham

Depot Foreman Bob Dumesny’s
wife, Lorraine, is back in Hor-
sham after undergoing major
surgery (liver transplant) in
November at Brisbane Princess
Alexandra Hospital.

Lorraine and Bob wish to ex-
press their heartfelt thanks to the
doctors and staff at Princess
Alexandra Hospital, Alfred
Hospital, Melbourne and Wim-
mera Base Hospital, Horsham.
The Red Cross also assisted Bob
and Lorraine during their stay in
Brisbane. Lorraine is once again
enjoying Old Time Dancing and
we wish her well for the future.
Bob and Lorraine wish to express
their thanks to the many friends
and workmates who offered
support.

After 26 years of faithful serv-
ice (give or take a couple of years
for storage) one Horsham Work-
shop employee’s mode of trans-
port finally bit the dust (or
ground) after a slight fall from the
top of the Depot flagpole. We cer-
tainly know how to celebrate our
Xmas breakup at Horsham
Workshop.

RETIREMENTS

BILL COUTTS

Truck driver retired on account
of ill health earlier this year and
we wish Bill all the best in his
retirement.

VASIL FILIP

Maintenance Worker in Charge
retired on 2nd March 1987. Vasil
commenced with the RCA in
1956 and worked on main-
tenance in the Wimmera-Mallee
Region until his retirement. A
farewell dinner was held at the
local RSL club and was largely at-
tended by all his workmates and
friends. We wish to extend to
Vasil a healthy and happy
retirement.

BILL O’'NEIL

Bill O’'Neil commenced work
with Wimmera-Mallee on 17th
October 1961, and most of his
period of employment was

the Quarry in Stawell where he
was a crusher driver. This work
entailed operating secondary
crushing and screening plant and
Bill's knowledge gained over
many years was invaluable. With
the closure of the Quarry, Bill
was employed in one of the
Region’s B.S. Units until ill health
forced his retirement in May.

JOE RIVETT

Joe Rivett spent most of his term
of employment at the Stawell
Quarry where he operated most
of the plant involved in crushing
operations. With the shifting of
crushing operations to Mt Drum-
mond, Joe operated the Barber
Green Asphalt Plant located at
Mt Drummond until the time of
his retirement in March. Joe be-
gan with Wimmera-Mallee in late
October, 1969.

BOB STEPHENS

Bob Stephens was employed as
a Bitumen Tanker driver with
one of Wimmera-Mallee B.S.
Units operating out of the BS
Depot in Horsham. Unfortunate-
ly Bob's health has not been as
good as he would wish it to be
and has been the cause of his
retirement last February. Bob has
a strong affilliation with the Hor-
sham Urban Fire Brigade, being
a former captain, and he pro-
poses to spend some leisure time
keeping in contact with the
brigade and members. We wish
the above former employees of
the- Wimmera-Mallee Region a
long and happy retirement and
look forward to meeting them at
Regional functions.

FAREWELLS

Peter Hassett (Maintenance En-
gineer) who commenced with us
in 1974 has decided to leave us
and to go to Fiji as Senior Road
Maintenance Engineer for ap-
proximately 3 years. After
numerous farewells Peter and
Glenda were able to leave Hor-
sham and prepare for their trip
to Fiji. We wish Peter and Glen-
da and family all the best for the
future. =

[ain Aitken (Engineer) who
commenced with us in 1985 has
transferred to Right of Way. We
wish lain all the best—Hockey in
Horsham will be all the ‘poorer
with his transfer.

Shaynee Cross (Tea Lady) has
done it again and has left to con-
tinue building up the population
in Horsham. Shaynee who is not
short of a bit of gossip or for a
bit of gossip will be greatly
missed. We wish her well on her
new venture.

WELCOMES

Mark Davies (Engineer) com-
menced with us in April this year
and we wish  Mark all the best
in his stay in Wimmera-Mallee
Region.

Anne Schofield (Tea Lady) has
replaced Shaynee Cross and will
no doubt continue with the good
service.

SOCIAL CLUB NOTES

May 29th saw the start of the so-
cial club year with a Haytober
Fest (Happy Hour) after work. 1t
was a popular and successful oc-
casion with an abundance of
refreshment and good cheer. The
left over grog was raffled and
won by Jack Ritchie (well done).
A Wine and Cheese night at Alan
Mason’s home was held on June
12th. Alan took a weeks holiday
to South Australia to find some
goodies for the night. A coming
event is a Hockers Golf Day at
Royal Toolondo G.C. in August.
This is the home of the hairy
nosed divot and the dreaded
bracken fern.

EAST GIPPSLAND

From Ian Ellis in
Bairnsdale

In the past months we have been
able to welcome many of the
new faces to our Region. Anne
Evans, Director - Human
Resources; Peter Lowe, Director—
Technical Resources; Graeme
Marshallsea, Principal Engineer;
Bob Morison, Acting Manager—
Road Design & Traffic Engineer-
ing; Peter Berketa, Manager MIS;
Laurie Jones, Director-
Operations.

o Continued next page
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East Gippsland (cont.)

Bob Stanton and David Holmes
both attended the Corporate
Planning Seminar at the Trades
Hall. Central Gippsland’'s Leon
“Pitch the Can” Sweeney, appar-
ently: had trouble keeping up
with the pace.

It has been rumoured that the
Regional Manager, Peter Balfe,
went to China to get some “Old
Age Thinking”.

After months of background
work, the inaugural “E.G. Region
Newsletter” hit the streets in May.
A definite collectors item, as only
150 were published. Anyone in-
terested in purchasing one of
these editions can do so by for-
warding ideas and stories for the
next one to lan Ellis.

Late in May a staff depot din-
ner BBQ was held at the depot.
All indications seem to be we
should hold them on a regular
basis.

THANK YOU LETTER

We would like to thank everyone in-
volved in the new RCA patrolmans resi-
dence at Bonang.

Congratulations to Steve Costigan
and Peter Walters for the excellent
workmanship they have shown in the
building and finishing off. Thanks also
to the subcontractors ie. Brickies, Plum-
bers, Tilers, Electricians and Painters.

To lan Stringer for his job in charge
of the project and to anyone that
helped in any way.

Congratulations and thank you.
Warren, Christie and Tamie Haley,
Bonang.

With all the changes and
Government trends, I bet the
Regulation Enforcement Officers
are glad they had their titles
changed from Hoardings
Officers!!!

With the Genoa Project wind-
ing down, Bob McPherson,
Project Experimental Officer,
wett back to-Melbourne,

Bob still has interests up here
with a block at Kiah. With the
help of Hayden Gardener, he is
building a “‘45 footer” bilge keel
boat at Manorina. | only hope
Bob can stay in it long enough
to get some boating experience.

After 3 years with us Joanne
Cooney has now moved back to
Melbourne and is enjoying her
new job in MIS.

During the Riviera Festival, a
Triathalon was held featuring a
650 m swim followed by a 12 km
bike ride, followed by a 7 km run.
Neil King, Maintenance Engineer,
and Laurie Haylock, Surveyor
alias Draftsman, combined in a
team entry and came up with a
creditable time.

Survey  Assistant, Rob
Morecroft, trained for some
time for the event and was re-
warded by taking out the Mens
Under 35 Year Trophy. Well done
fellas!

Plant
Branch

From Ken Huffer at
Glen Waverley

A recent highlight was seeing
Anne Evans (Director-Human
Resources) and Sue Harris
(Manager-Org & Policy Develop.)
on a familiarisation drive of a
grader and dozer. Suitably at-
tired, the Head Office visitors
were ably instructed by Instruc-
tor Driver, Jim Gassoigne. Is this
the true introduction of ‘equal op-
portunity’ in the RCA?

Although the event took place
last year we still believe we have
made the “best ever gift presen-
tation” in the history of CRB/
RCA. Lou Krikas, our then serv-
ice station attendant, bought
some broad hectares near
Healesville and later, because of
travel distance, transferred to the
local patrol. A collection was
made for Lou, well liked by all,
and then the clever blokes put
their heads together to decide on
a gift.

The choice was made, a
presentation time arranged by
Reg Schlipalius (Central Main-

oA farewell present with a mind of its own-see ‘Plant Branch’ news

tenance Engineer) and that’s
when the fun started. The gift
has a mind of its own and
declined to attend. The presen-
tation committee had purchased
a calf to go with the hectares, but
the sight of some two hundred
people was too much for such a
youngster.

Our photo shows a still be-
mused Lou issuing (suitable?) in-
structions to his assistant han-
dlers. There was also a com-
plimentary starter kit-a bale of
hay.

Plant Branch is continuing to
be host location for New Age
Thinking sessions, and it is in-
teresting to hear comments from
RCA staff who have not previous-
ly been to Glen Waverley : “so
this is where you are”, “I didn't
realise the property and build-
ings are so big” and so on.
The exercise is proving good for
us, and for “the others”.

® Hay, hay it's a sendoff!

Wodonga
From Rick Anderson

Recently welcomed are Anne
Brannick (Field Assistant -
Survey), Anton Salter (Field As-
sistant — Survey), George
Mavroyeni (Project Materials En-
gineer), Mike McDowell (En-
gineer - Bridges), Neil Potter
(Clerk of Works), Graeme Cole
(Clerk of Works) and Dick Ben-
son (Clerk of Works). George’s
wife Helen and daughters Crys-
tal and Michelle will soon be join-
ing George at Wodonga, and
Mike’s fiance Jacinta will be in-
specting the Project soon and
looking for a job at the Wodon-
ga Hospital before they “tie the
knot” in October.

Other staff movements include
the departure of Clerk of Works
Wally Wolf to Benalla, and the
resignation of Technical Assistant
Dave Sealey. Dave is pursuing his
first love — Jaguars. He will be in
business for himself restoring
Jags to their original splendour.

Another mini baby boom has
hit the project. Ex-Project Ac-
countant Peter DeKoeyer and
Wendy had a son Paul Anthony
in January; Engineer Gary Gir-
van and Ann Marie had a daugh-
ter Sarah Jane on 14 April; Con-
tract Grader Owner/Operator
Kevin Ryan and Cheryl had a
daughter Sarah Jane (Yes-
another S.J.) on 15 April; Plant
Operator Jamie Parnell and Di
had a daughter Sally Victoria on
25 April. We've heard of April
showers — raining cats and dogs
etc., but this is ridiculous!

Sportspersons abound at
Wodonga Project and the most
notable achievements of late are
the “Tigers” basketball team (Raff
Gangi, Gary Girvan, lan Thomas,
Phil Eaton, Daryl Eaton and
Dave Chapman) who were run-
ners up in the Mens Grand Final
recently. Coach Raff Gangi
reports that it was a hard but fair
game and the team did well to
be beaten by only three points by
the team which had trounced

them by some thirty-six points .

a few weeks earlier.

Engineer Peter Bubb threw
down the gauntlet to the athletes
on the Project and challenged all
comers to finish in the notorious
Nail Can Hill Run. Strictly for
mountain goats the 11.2 km
course climbs sharply to the top
of the Nail Can Ridge then de-
cends just as sharply to the
Hovell Tree Reserve on the Mur-
ray River at Albury to finish. The
RCA team came home strongly
with Bradley Thorp finishing in
51 minutes 47 seconds, lan
Thompson - 58:38, Peter
“Bricks” Bubb - 1.00:23, and Co-
lin Cook — 1.04:12. The winner
this year in a field of about 599
runners took 40 minutes and five
seconds ahd the last person
home took 2 hours 32 minutes.
Well done RCA team!

CENTRAL
GIPPSLAND

From Col Scammel in
Traralgon
A warm welcome is extended to
our new receptionist, Merryn
Robertson, word processor oper-
ation, Mandy McDonald, and
engineer Richard Fanning.
Staff have recently been seeing
the sights of Australia and over-
seas. Gerard Brown (Draftsman)
has been to “back of Burke”, Dar-
win and Queensland. The high-
light of Gerard’s tour was visiting
the “Pub with No Beer”—then he
realised, “what was the point”?
Noel Linford (Storeman) visited
Adelaide and won enough
money at the Casino to buy all
of South Australia! Lesley
Griffiths (Accounts) has been to
Bali again and had a wonderful
time. What'’s the attraction Les?
Lois Lee (Cost Clerk) is off on
another trip to England via the
sights of Egypt and Regional

.Manager, Norm Butler is heading

for Europe, UK and Canada.

The region has recently held
“farewells” for George Pattinson
(Patrolman) and Bob Barnes
(Depot Foreman) both of whom
retired after many years of serv-
ice with the RCA. We hope they
have a very happy retirement.

Congratulations to Ty Lannan
(Patrol Assistant) who recently
announced his engagement to
Leanne—even though it is sup-
posed to be a secret.

On the sporting front, the
office played the depot and field
for the Cypress Golfing Trophy at
Trafalgar Golf Course. As usual
the office thrashed the depot and
field and retains the trophy.

The region has a volleyball
team called the “Humpyback Lla-
mas” and, although they have
won every game of the season,
they missed out on the finals as
they played too many un-
registered players!

Congratulations to lan Grant
for being picked in the Victori-
an Veterans Hockeyside. This
now means that lan is over 35.

Congratulations also to David
Richards (Patrol Assistant) for
winning the bowling aggregate
in the Mid-Gippsland Cricket As-
sociation, and to Bruce Van Ev-
ery for competing in the Traral-
gon Marathon in a personal best
time of 3 hours 7 minutes—good
thing the wind changed!

The Social Club has been ac-
tive with a well-attended Chinese
banquet and a very successful
port bottling afternoon.

Doug Harley recently did some
panel beating of the wrong kind
and forgot to tell anyone.

Avid fisherman, Graeme Cul-

liney has plenty of flies—but no
fish. Graeme has worked in the
region for over two years but has
no idea what his phone exten-
sion number is, so for Graeme’s
benefit, it is 231.

The office has a footy-tip com-
petition and current leaders are
Sue Wilson and lan Inglis. Both
are believed to be under enor-
mous pressure.

CENTRAL
HIGHLANDS

From Ron Hrymakowski
in Ballarat

Bridge Overseer Tony
Hrymakowski has called it quits
after almost 32 years. Having
broken his service, Tony re-
commenced with the CRB in
1955 as a leading hand carpenter
working in the Precast Yard un-
der Charlie Drury. From there he
went into the field to work on
road culverts and bridge repairs
with supervising ganger Bill Ked-
die. In 1964 he was appointed
Ganger andwent onte road.con-
struction. Not long after a small
gang was formed under Tony
specializing in culvert and bridge
works.

In 1969 he was appointed over-
seer in charge of bridges, a posi-
tion he held for 18 years. Tony
took great pride in his work and
with his gang achieved many
memorable accomplishments
throughout Central Highlands
and Barwon Region. Tony retired
on 22nd May having reached 65.
In recognition of his loyal and
conscientious service he was
given a retiring farewell by work-
mates and retired colleagues at
the Norman Street Depot where
he was presented with fishing
gear by Supervising Engineer,
John Shortell. Tony has planned
for a happy retirement with his
family and hopes to devote his
leisure to golf and fishing.

Brian Robertson resigned on
March 6. Before coming to Cen-
tral Highlands in mid 1985, as
Bridge Construction Engineer on
the Gisborne Project, Brian had
completed three years in Bridge
Design and 18 months on the
Benalla Project as Bridge Con-

struction Engineer. In recognition:

of his service, he was farewelled
by his workmates at the Region-
al Office where he was present-
ed with a leather wallet on be-
half of the office Social Club. Bri-
an will resume his duties with a

Ballarat’s population
is numbered

|

Updating the population signs around the city of
Ballarat recently were Frank Cuddy, Patrolman’s
Assistant, left, and Daryl Browning, Patrolman.
Greater Ballarat’s urban population hit the 78,290
mark last year, according to the Australian Bureau of

Statistics.

private contractor. We wish him
success in his new venture.

Farewell also to Susan Beau-
mont (Office Cleaner) who
resigned in April having complet-
ed 18 months service. Susan is
expecting another addition to the
family.

Congratulations to Di Lockett
(Clerical Assistant) who coached
the Country Victorian U/18 Girls
Basketball team to0 a win in the
Australian Country Champion-
ships. In doing so she was
presented with the Beth Serle
Perpetual Trophy.

Speedy recovery to Jo Ger-
vasoni (Typist) who had her “BIG
TOE" operated on recently. Her
faith in hospitals has been
restored.

On the rostered day off, May
11th, a social golf day was held
at Mt Xavier golf club, Ballarat.
A field of twenty eight social and
club players enjoyed a morning
round which was followed by a
barbeque lunch. (Rumour has it
that the social players spent more
time looking for their balls than
playing!!) The club players trophy
was shared by Rupert McKenna
and Murray Schaper, whilst the
social players trophy was won by
Cas Fugiel. Rupert McKenna also
recorded a fine eagle 2 on the
par four 1st hole. The field was
augmented by retired personnel
and all expressed great interest
in participating in future events.
Incidentally a phone call to the
police was averted when four
players were spotted approach-
ing the barbeque area 1% hours
after everyone else had finished.
lan Holmes, Geoff Lawrence,
Murray Schaper, David Bubeek
please take some lessons.

It's not very often that we are
able to include a hard luck sto-
ry. (In more ways than one). A

o Central Highlands boasts a beautiful array of talent: at Joanne
Gervasoni’s recent wedding are, from left, Celeste Nash, Bev Lancashire,
Dot Coad, Joanne—the bride, Di Lockett, her bridesmaid, and Caroline
Byrnes.

syndicate comprising Daryl Mur-
nane (Manager), Richard Ross,
Gary Kropp, Leo Tuddenham,
Les Frawley, Lindsay Cabhill,
Kevin Lavery and Doug Worrall
race a trotter called PLENTY TO
SPARE. Unfortunately Plenty to
Spare’s losing sequence and its
two feet already in the knackery
had a great bearing on two mem-
bers pulling out of the Syndicate
(namely Kevin Lavery and Doug
Worrall). One cannot honestly
say whether or not Plenty to
Spare got wind of this reprisal but
3 days later at Moonee Valley, the
horse put its best foot forward
and romped in at 33/1. (Rumour
has it that Les Frawley hit it hard,
probably with his foot no doubt).

A visiting group of bowlers
from Head Office and the
Department of Main Roads, Tas-
mania, joined with four members
from this Region in a bowls tour-
nament at Sebastopol Bowling
Club. Following morning tea and
welcome at the Regional office,
a guided tour of the city was en-
joyed by the visitors. The DMR
and RCA have enjoyed recipro-
cal visits during the past 26 years.
This year being the first time Bal-
larat has hosted an event.

To some people buying a
house is a traumatic experience
but with Vincent Quinn it was ec-
stasy (JUST MARRIED). So much
so that he shouted the office to
cheese, biscuits and potato chi-
ps. Nice thought Vincent.

Good luck to Terry Cartledge
(Ballarat’s next Geoff Hunt) in his
quest to win another squash
premiership in Melbourne (Grade
State 5) in the next couple of
weeks. Go get em Tez.

Continued next page

Let us spray

Spread the word...the boys in
the sprayer gangs up in East
Gippsland have had a busy
season. According to lan El-
lis, our reporter in Bairns-
dale, the region’s sprayer out-
fit has sprayed 2.3 million
litres during the 108 days
worked, averaging nearly
22,000 litres a day. It is in-
teresting to note that, over
the 234 km sealed, they used
550 rolls of paper, 3 drums of

- hand cleaner, 36 pairs of

overalls and wore out 50
pairs of boots.
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METROPOLITAN

Calling all male netball players!!
The Metro Social Club has creat-
ed havoc by staging an inaugural
mixed netball match between
the legendary “Goodies” and
“Baddies”. The photo taken at
half time shows the jovial nature
of the game with the Goodies
trailing 2 goals to 6. “Flash Gor-
don” Varis Abele with 3 seconds
to save the universe in the first
half failed to convert (equivalent
football terminology; 10 metres
out directly in front!).

The resumption of the second
half saw the Goodies revival
bringing the full time score to 9
goals each, a fitting result. No
casualties resulted from the
match, however, Don Bertrand’s
transition from football to netball
took a severe setback after being
floored by his opponent Jane Og-
neris (photo withheld at Mr Ber-
trand’s request!).

The second “return of the ash-
es"indoor cricket clash saw the
tables turned with the downstairs
side conquering the upstairs side
108-103.

The major highlight of the
match was Dave Clark’s ability to
score less runs than his girlfriend
Deanne who compiled a harnd-
some 20 plus while Dave
, managegsuccessfully to run him-

self out on several occasions.

On the ethnic front, Ken
Chong’s dinky-di Malaysian night
and Bill Gouliotidis’s Greek night
were both raging successes and
drew capacity crowds.

Metro wishes Laurie White a
long and happy retirement (22
May 87) and extends the invita-
tion for the odd game of pool on
the Metro pool table.

Just another day in the office
for Metro heart-throb Bill Tom-
kins pictured here celebrating his
30th birthday. Bill tried hard not
to get overexcited by the lovely
“Fifi" kindly organised by his
wife! (The whole affair was
videotaped by Win, probably for
future blackmail purposes!)

Metro welcomes Leonard Dal-
li from Bridge Design and fare-
-wells Graham Cornish (“Duke”)
and Ann Mathews who has
moved to a position in Head
Office.

Cost clerk Paul Townsend ar-
rived at work at the Princes
Highway West site office in
Brooklyn recently to discover
that yet another weekend break-
in had occurred despite upgrad-
ing of security at the site
compound.

Items stolen on previous occa-
sions included a backhoe, demo-
lition saw and an electric oven.

By Rob Trebilco and
Bill Tomkins in Kew East

© Metro’s mixed netball team—snapped during halftime at a recent game.

On this occasion, Paul’s electron-
ic calculator was stolen. For a
cost clerk, this is akin to losing
a right arm. When he went to
report the theft, Paul discovered
his telephone had been stolen.
This is akin to losing both arms
and a leg!

Overseer Harry Blamires and
gang have started a fund to buy
Paul an abacus and Telecom
have chipped in with a new
phone. Paul is reported to be
recovering.

Road
Planning

From Judy Boardman
at 89 High Street

Well it's Judy Boardman (ex
Metro Division Interchange
reporter) who's back once again,
now with her old mob Road
Planning Group.

We bid farewell to — Mark Da-
vies who has left .us for
Wimmera—Mallee; Mahesan who
is now with SEMARL; Karen Daly
who. left us to make millions of
dollars in contract work. We will
all sadly miss her raucous laugh-
ter, echoing sneezing and most
importantly her lovely personal-
ity; Tony Zanella has departed
Road Planning (pity SEMARL).
He is one person who will NOT
be missed by anyone, particularly
by the girls in the Graphics Sec-
tion, and Reception. We haven't
enough room to fill in all the rea-
sons (there are hundreds) so here
are just a few—

® Bill Tomkins celebrating his 30th with ‘Fifi’ and friends from Metro.

¢ ‘Spunky Men’ calendars won’t
go missing

® Our faces WON'T be stuck on
certain postcards from Queens-
land (very naked postcards)

e Having to drive him home be-
cause his old ‘bomb’ was at the
garage AGAIN

® And basically, lack of insults.
ONLY JOKING ZUCCHINI!!

We are all green with envy for

two members of our staff who
have recently returned from trips
overseas.
Leanne Knudsen (and her hus-
band Mark from Dandenong Di-
vision) had nine long, luxurious
weeks covering many places in-
cluding Canada, London, Den-
mark, bits and pieces of Europe
and Singapore. They must have
had a great time for all they had
time to send to our division were
two postcards!!

David (Doc) Oliver had 8
weeks holiday, he visited Hong
Kong, England and Scotland. We
definitely were not expecting any
postcards but to our delight he
sent one to the ‘Z SQUAD’ (Road |
Planning Graphics Group).

It's 7.55 am on a Wednesday
Autumn morning. In Fenton
Avenue car park, Kew, two girls
were observed crawling under a
parked car in a most undignified
manner. Anna Minella and
Amanda Chambers, both of Road
Planning, claimed they were
looking for a spare key attached
to the vehicle. Fortunately a
saviour arrived in the form of
Phil Dent, also of Road Design,
who located the spare key within
seconds. Guess you could say
Phil knew all the key moves!

Attack on

‘horror
stretch’

The RCA is making a drive
through the Black Forest a lot
more safer.

The road safety attack on
the Calder Highway's ‘horror
stretch, where it passes
through the Forest, is well un-
derway by the RCA.

The 1 km stretch between
the Macedon turnoff and
Woodend has experienced a
spate of accidents over the

years, including five fatalities
in the 18 months to February
1987. Following an urgent in-
vestigation into the acci-
dents, the RCA erected large
warning signs, advising of a
maximum speed of 85 km/h,
on the curves facing traffic in
each direction.

Late last year ‘fatty’ bitu-
men areas discovered during
skid resistance tests were
burnt off to reduce the inci-
dence of skidding. Other
works are also being under-
taken through the Traffic Fa-
cilities Program, - including
restoring the shape of the

road surface near the curves
by asphalt surfacing.

The road safety exercise
also includes increasing the
cross fall of the outer lane on
each curve to match that of
the two central lanes and ap-
plying a scoria reseal full
width from the 63.5 km to
the 65.4 km point to make
the surface more skid
resistant.

It is also planned to provide
a similar treatment to all
curves with a low radius
through the Black Forest sec-
tion of the highway over the

*Obituary

It is with regret we report the death on April 17 of Mr John
Thorpe, ex-Deputy Chairman.

He died after a short illness.

Mr Thorpe retired as Deputy Chairman on 10 January,
1975, after serving nearly 50 years with the then CRB.

During his long and distinguished career with the
organisation, he held many positions including Assistant
Divisional Engineer-Dandenong and Assistant Highways
Engineer. In 1956 he was seconded to the Traffic
Commission where he helped to set up the State Accident
Record System, the Metropolitan Route Marking System and
the Clearway System.

We extend our sympathy to his family.

More than 140 staff members from the RCA attended the
funeral of Les Lawes at Horsham on Friday 1 May.

Les, an Instructor Driver, was killed in a tragic accident
on the Western Highway near Gerang Gerang, northwest
of Dimboola.

He was travelling towards Horsham when his RCA station
wagon collided with a stolen car which had veered onto
the wrong side of the road.

Les joined the Wimmera-Mallee office in August 1965 as
an Articulated Vehicle Driver, working his way up to
Instructor Driver B.

He was married with seven children, and was well known
to other Instructor Drivers around the State. About 140 staff
members from Melbourne and other regions, many of them
fellow Instructor Drivers, formed a guard of honour at his
funeral, a reflection on his popularity throughout the
organisation.

Our sympathy is extended to his family, friends and
colleagues.

The sudden death of Lindsay Sibbett occurred at his home
in Stawell on Thursday 18th June 1987. Lindsay commenced
his career with the CRB/RCA in May 1948, as a Traffic
Officer and retired from Wimmera-Mallee after 35 years
distinguished service in November 1983.

He was known and respected throughout the State for his
work as a Traffic Officer.

His kind and gentlemanly nature won him admiration not
only in his duties with the RCA but also in private life.

In 1969, Lindsay played a very prominent part in the
detection and arrest of a man in a murder case and as a

result of his efforts was made an honorary. membercftic

Police Association.
The many friends and workmates throughout the RCA
express their deepest sympathy to his wife Betty and family.

We were all saddened when Arthur Banfield died in a house
fire on 12 February.

Arthur started working with East Gippsland Region in April
1964 as a Truck Driver.

In 1967 he went on to the sprayer and for many years was
the Rail Tanker Car Attendant.

Arthur’s daily routine would begin at approximately 3.30
am when he'd leave home to go to the rail siding to light the
burners. Hed then transfer the bitumen from any rail cars
to “Big Bertha”, a large storage tank for transfer to the road
tankers. A critical eye on the temperature was all important.

Though Arthur’s job was more of a ‘one man operation,
he was an important integral part of the sealing gang’s
operation. Arthur is greatly missed and our sympathy is
extended to his family,

Bicentennial

NEWS

$2000 Prize

The RCA is conducting a
competition for the most
outstanding paper on one
or more of the many tech-
nical aspects related to
roads and bridges.

Papers can deal with any of
the aspects of the planning, de-
sign, construction, main-
tenance, operation, administra-
tion or management of roads
and bridges in Australia.

The competition forms part
of the RCA’s contribution to
the celebrations for Australia’s
Bicentennial in 1988 and the
winner of the competition will
receive a prize of $2000 plus
an appropriate certificate.

It is open to any natural born
or naturalised Australian and to
groups and organisations that
are predominantly Australian
owned.

Entries are to be substantial
in content and emphasise prac-
tical developments which are
likely to have significant im-
mediate and future application
in Victoria.

Full details of the competi-
tion are shown on the entry
form which is available fron

Head Office or by telephoning -

86U 2758.

The winner will be expect-
ed to submit a version of the
paper suitable for publication in
an appropriate professional
journal or technical publication.

Entries close on 31 Decem-
ber 1987 and the result will be
announced in March 1988.

Bi-Dates

The 1988 Bicentennial En-
gineering Conference, being
organised by the Institution
of Engineers, Australia, will
be held in Sydney from
February 21 to 26.

Classies

next three years.

ENGAGEMENTS

Jean-Marc FANCHETTE
(Finance Sub-Branch) announced
his forthcoming marriage to
Helen. Congratulations to both.
Rebecca POOL (Dandenong
Region) and Tony Lane (Jeweller)
are very happy to announce their
engagement.

MARRIAGES

JUDD Joanne (Accounts) mar-
ried lan Gervasoni on 21 Febru-
ary at St Andrews Kirk.
Congratulations.

LO Joan (Dandenong Region) to
Barry Stein on 11 July, followed
by a honeymoon driving around
Victoria.

Congratulations to Wendy
PETCH (Central Highlands) and
Ra Borowiak who were married
on April 11 at St Peter’s Church.

BIRTHS

BATHIE-lan and Kerryn are
proud to announce the arrival of
their first child, Ryan Jacob.
CARTLEDGE-Congratulations
to Greg and Kerry on the birth
of their daughter Tammy Maree,
born on 9 June. Sister for Meli-
na, Sheree and Molly.

DRISCOLL-Rick (Central High-
lands) and Bernadette take pleas-
ure in announcing the safe ar-
rival of William John born 29
May 1987. Little brother for
James.
EDMONDS-Congratulations to
Kim (Printing) and Barbara on
the birth of a daughter Tessa Lee,
born 13 May 1987. Little sister for
Michael.

MORAN-Jeff (Barwon Bridge
Project) and ‘Glenda announce
the birth of a daughter Ellen on
5 May 1987.
PATTINSON-Jenny a son Bren-
dan Jan born 28 March 1987.
PINCOTT-Congratulations to
Alan (Depot East Gippsland
Region) and Gayle on the arrival
of Leah Haley on the 18 May,
weighing 7 Ib.
PRITCHARD-Colin (B.S.) and
Robyn a bouncing baby boy
Luke—all well.

SAYNOR-To Heather and lan a
daughter Emily Margaret, 21
March 1987.

SLOAN-(Central Gippsland) To
Tracy and Mal a beautiful baby
girl Nadine Kelly.
THOMAS-Congratulations to
Owen & Elizabeth on the arrival
of Gorgina Louis on 9 April 1987.

DEATHS

Central Highlands Region —

It is with deep regret that we
report the recent deaths of past
employees—

JOSEPH Jack-Patrolman in
charge of the Avoca patrol. Com-
menced in 1948. Retired 1976.
CAREY David-Second in charge
of the Avoca Patrol. Commenced
in 1950. Retired 1977.
MARSHALL Percy “Possum”-
Traffic Controller. Commenced
1962. Retired 1976.

Our deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to their families.

O

LAWES Leslie James-we sadly
announce the tragic death of Les
who died in a head on collision
on the Western Highway west of
Dimboola on the 28th April this
year. Les was the Instructor
Driver for the Wimmera Mallee
Region and was well respected
throughout the Road Construc-
tion Authority.

Our deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to his family and friends.

O
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Good Living

A new Interchange feature about health, work,
safety, sport and lifestyles

Prepare your car for the snow

A visit to the snowfields can be costly for
unprepared motorists, according to the RACV.

Each year RACV service contractors in Vic-
toria’s major snow resorts attend to thousands
of calls - many of them involving costly
repairs — simply because motorists are ill
prepared.

RACV General Manager - Public Affairs, Mr
Ray Bartlett, says many problems could be
overcome with careful preparation of the car,
defensive driving and the correct fitting of
snow chains.

Problems for motorists visiting snowfields
include frozen motors, jammed chokes, loss
of compression due to the cold, frozen hand
brakes, the inevitable wet ignition and “lock-
outs” due to keys being lost in the snow.

“It is important for motorists to place anti-
freeze in the car radiator in the recommend-
ed quantities, unless the vehicle has a sealed
cooling system,” says Ray.

Any leaks in the radiator should be repaired
and poor quality radiator hoses should be
replaced. The radiator cap should fit tightly
and should be in good condition. Other
checks of the vehicle which should be made
include tyres, brakes, lights and windscreen
wipers ad washers—a small amount of wash-
ing powder or detergent in the washer reser-
voir will lower the freezing point of the water
and give improved performance in the cold.

Join the Chain Gang

“It is mandatory to carry snow chains in
snow resort areas and motorists driving to the
snow for the first time may need to practice
fitting chains to both driving wheels,” explains
Ray.

The easiest method of fitting chains is to

drive wheels and then reverse the car. The
chains are then lifted and wrapped around
the wheels connecting the various links, in-
cluding the tension links, and tying back any
spare links so that damage to the vehicle is
prevented.

Chains should be fitted at specially desig-
nated bays on approach to the resort. At some
resorts motorists can be fined for not com-
plying with the request to fit chains.

Special care is needed if the car has radial
ply tyres. In such cases, the position of the
chains on the tyre should be changed every
14 kilometres, tyre pressure should be in-
creased by 25KPA (4PSI) and motorists should
not drive faster than 40 km/h.

“ After the chains have been fitted, it is ad-
visable to drive for about 200 metres before
stopping and checking tension and re-
tightening if necessary,” adds Ray.

lay them out on the road in the ”track—ofst.he.w‘D’riVingﬂ in, Snow

Driving in snow is an acquired art, just like

skiing is perfected over a period.
Motorists should travel slowly on snow and

ice and braking should be gentle and early.

Unnecessary gear changing should be
avoided because there is always a momen-
tary loss of traction during a gear change
which could lead to a skid.

It is necessary to keep well behind the ve-
hicle in front as braking distances in slush,
ice and snow can be many times greater than
under dry conditions.

Upon approaching the snow-covered sec-
tion of road a brake test should be carried
out to give the driver an indication of how
hard the brakes can safely be applied on simi-
lar surfaces if braking becomes necessary.

On downhill sections lower gears are prefer-
able to using the brakes, while travelling up-
hill it is often better to retain a higher gear

than one normally used, as overrevvingcan—da.

cause the wheels to spin or lose traction.

Skidding should be avoided at all times if
possible. But there will be occasions where
avoidance is impossible. Rear-wheel skids can
be corrected by turning the steering wheel
into the skid and front-wheel skids, which are
more difficult to control, can be better han-
dled without using the brakes.

When parking in snow areas, the hand-
brake should not be applied as moisture can
freeze the cables and brake linings to the
drums. Vehicles should be left in gear with
the front wheels turned toward the bank.

Probably the best advice which can be
given to motorists visiting the snow areas is
to make sure that the car engine is clean as
there is less chance of a mechanical
breakdown.

Some good ideas....

The US giant, Exxon Manhattan, offers the
following time-saving tips on being efficient
and effective :

e[ earn the difference between being
effective and efficient, between doing
the job right and doing the right job ;

eWrite out your duties each day-and set
their priority ;

eSet aside the time you work best for
your most important projects ;

eHandle each piece of paper once ;

eQutline topics before making telephone
calls ;

eLearn to be firm and say ‘no’;

eList things you can do in less than five
minutes. Do them when you have a
small amount of time available.

Ankle flexion and extension
(Stimulates circulation)

Let Anthony Rub You Up
the Right Way

Anthony Ashley-Brown, ex-Printing Section, is
now available any time for a relaxation Massage.
He also specialises in Shiatsu and Sports Massage.

Call Anthony - a member of the Society
of Clinical Masseurs - on (03) 836 8337.

Workercises

(Text from the Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation)

| Sit in a chair with your feet flat on the floor . Count one-flex ankles by pointing toes up and
down. Continue eight times. Now rotate ankles eight times.

EPILEPSY

- what you
should know

The first step to living and working with
epilepsy is to overcome the appalling
community ignorance about the disord-
er. It is a common condition which occurs
in at least 1% of the population, and can
affect anybody of any age.

It is not a mental disease and many people
with epilepsy are very effective members of
the workforce. The majority of them, provid-
ed they take their medication and look after
their health sensibly, have very few if any
attacks.

Anybody who is free of such attacks for two
years can also obtain a private drivers licence.

What should an onlooker do?

If you witness somebody having an attack,
it is important to remain calm. Make sure the
person is not in danger from traffic, fires,
sharp objects or falling from a height, but let
the fit run its course and observe the follow-
ing rules —
® Do not try to force anything between the
teeth to stop the tongue being bitten; ton-
gues heal — broken teeth do not!

e Do not try to stop the body movements
- wait until these movements stop and the
first deep breath is taken.

e Turn the person onto one side placing
something soft under the head.

e (Carefully loosen any tight clothing around
the neck.

e Stay with the person until he/she comes
round fully but do not restrain them or try
to “bring them round”.

e Once the person is conscious, wait until

~thew speak to you.

e Do not give the person anything to drink.

e Write down a description of what oc-
curred during the fit as this is important
information for doctors.

Emergency medical help should be called
for: if fit lasts for more than 10 minutes; if
another fit occurs immediately after the first;
if recovery is very slow; if there are obvious
bodily injuries.

Some questions prospective em-
ployers may want to ask appli-
cants with epilepsy
e How often do you have attacks?
e When was your last one? Did anything
special bring it on?
e  What actually happens when you have an
attack?
e Do your attacks happen at any particular
time of the night or day?
An assessment for a particular job should
include the question of safety.

A walk over!

Walking 20 kilometres a week on top of a
moderately active daily schedule can ensure
the average person an extra two and a half
years of life. A health expert from Stanford
says that burning 2000 calories cuts heart risk
by one-third and extends the lifespan of a
middle-aged person by 30 months.

Out of puff?

Remember this the next time you have a
smoko - research findings have shown that
the tar absorbed from puffing a packet of
cigarettes a day produces as much radiation
of smokers’ lungs as several hundred X-rays
in one year.

Sitting pretty

A tip for office workers on how to avoid back
problems: adjust your seat so that your knees
are level with your thighs. If you cannot get
the chair low enough, use a footstool to raise
your feet. The backrest should firmly support
the small of your back and the top of it should
be at the middle of your back.
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Got a suggestion for an article for ‘Good Living:
Ring our Interchange ‘Good Living’ Editor on 860
2584.

Good Living

It’s happening
in Hawthorn

What were you doing on Friday 22 August last year? Think back.
Chances are, you were one of hundreds of RCA staff mem-
bers who spent an evening dining and dancing at HOSA's din-
ner dance at Leonda.
Well you will be pleased to know that HOSA believe in the
old maxim: ‘you never have too much of a good thing’. It’s all
- on again this year at the same riverside restaurant in Hawthorn
on Friday 14 August.

The nosh-up begins at 7pm with pre-dinner beverages which
will be followed by a sumptuous three course dinner. Beer and
wine will be provided on all tables. One of Melbourne’s best
bands will be there too, so there’s no excuse not to dance.

“Tickets will be $60 double or $30 single if you are a HOSA
member, and $70 double and $35 single for others,” says Caro-
lyn Aitken, HOSA Secretary. “Only 400 tickets will be sold,
so it’s first in...”

Any queries about sales or seating can be directed to Sue
Rumbold on 2767 or Bev Thompson on 2288.

Join The Cinb

“F'm in the Country Club, you realise?”’

“Country Club?”

“The Yarra Valley Country Club. In Bulleen.”

“I've heard that’s expensive. And it’s only got nine
holes.”

“Well, it IS expensive, if you’'re not a member of
HOSA. The Social Association can get you to join
the Country Club for $360... a saving of $100.”’
“That’s a lot of golf balls.”

“Yes sir. You join the Club as a Corporate Member
which entitles you to full membership rights, plus
access to tennis courts, bowling greens, squash
courts, swimming pool, and the restaurant and
bar. What more could you want?”’

“It’s still only got nine holes.”

“You’ll be joining, then?”’

If you’re interested in becoming a member —
contact ALAN BAKER (2387) or JOHN ALCORN
(2214) for application forms...

... join the club and save $100!

Wodonga

Fired Up

To Host Sports Day

Hans Raun believes the Wodonga ‘Enter-
tainment and Sports Weekend’ later this
year will be a resounding success.

For several weeks now Hans and his col-
leagues at Wodonga have been organising
what may possibly be the biggest inter-RCA
sports weekend ever.

There’s no doubting that the border cities

| _of Wodonga and Albury Lave the facilities.

““For starters,” says Hans, the chief organiser,
“the Wodonga Tennis Centre is recognised as
one of the biggest in Australia with 31 grass
courts and 22 hard courts—they’re as good
as Kooyong.

“We're also able to organise events for ttk
Wodonga Golf Course, Indoor Cricket at the
Entertainment Centre, squash, ten pin bowl-
ing and anything else that’s requested.”

The ‘Entertainment and Sports Weekend’
will be held in Wodonga and Albury on Mel-
bourne Cup weekend—Saturday 31 October
until Tuesday 1 November. As the title sug-
gests, the emphasis will not just be solely on
sporting pursuits.

“On the Saturday we've organised a bus
tour of wineries such as Campbells and Mor-
ris,” says Hans, “and in the evening we can
arrange four courtesy buses to take people
to the Commercial Club, Albury, for a night
wining, dining and playing the pokies.’

The games are planned to kick off on the
Sunday with six grass courts booked at the

® Wodonga’s sports weekend: hoping to attract
a big crowd

Wodonga Tennis Centre and a Stableford
event at the Wodonga Golf Course. Hans is
also inviting teams to enter into Indoor Crick-
et at the Wodonga Entertainment Centre. -

“Squash, ten pin bowling or any other type
of popular - oriing event ¢l also be or-
ganised if I'm given ample time,” says Hans,
who is planning to join in the tennis and golf
tournaments. :

But the fun doesn't end with the sports
events. A barbecue is being arranged at the
Kelly Park Tennis Centre at Wodonga for all
participants and visitors.

“This will be a weekend of fun for every-
body, the whole family;,” says Hans. “We can
cater for the kids too.”

Albury-Wodonga has a combined popula-
tion of 60,000 and much to offer in the way
of recreational and accommodation facilities.
Lake Hume offers nearly every type of water
sport, while anybody can play ‘Mr and Mrs
Tourist’ and visit the nearby wineries, histor-
ic townships and alpine areas. Of course, if
you really want something different, the fa-
mous ‘Ettamogah Pub’ is only a short drive
north of Albury.

If-'you've got any questions about the weekend,
contact Hans Raun at the Chiltern site office (057)
26 1582 or Liz Hayes at the project office (060)
24 3577 or tie line number 561.

*Volleyball

CRABS
crash to

CHAMPS

The Road Traffic Authority
may have triumphed in the
recent volleyball Grand Final,
but we're assured their
ecstasy will be short lived.

“We will avenge this
defeat,” says Gary Battershill,
member of the Road Design
team, CRABS, who were
overwhelmed by the RTA's
CHAMPS.

It’s probably a threat that
the RTA will not take too
lightly. The tenacious CRABS
team are the only RCA group
in the ten team competition,
as opposed to the RTA who
has six teams. Yet in the past
eight years both
organisations have shared
the same amount of wins.

The Grand Final was
played during a lunchtime
competition at the Hawthorn
Recreation Centre.

Members of the CRABS
also include Richard Murphy,
Mary Morgan, Cathy
Cardaciotto, David Hosking,
Phil Dent, Anton Van Der
Shoot and Peter McCulloch.

IS
Good Sports

® Wodonga: Raff Gangi, Gary
Girvan, Ian Thompson, Phil
and Daryl Eaton and Dave
Chapman were runners up in
the Mens Basketball Grand
Final recently.

¢ Doug Dick (Dandenong
Laboratory) successfully
defended his Anslie Park
Chandler 4 cricket premier-
ship. Ainslie Park, located at
the Maroondah - High
grounds, fields six senior and
six junior sides. See advert.
this page.

® Di Lockett (Central High-
lands) coached the Country
Victorian Under 18 Girl’s
Basketball team to victory in
the recent Australian country
championships.

What's On. . .

August

6 : ‘METRAS and the RCA’ with Jim Webber,
Manager-Project Development, Seminar Series,
Head Office Theatrette—4.45 pm

11 : Authority Meeting

14 : HOSA Dinner Dance, Leonda Restaurant,
Hawthorn

I7-21 : New Zealand Roading Symposium 1987

20 : Aust. Retired Persons Advisory Services—
Seminar, Melbourne

26 : ‘Open Day’—Gisborne bypass, Central
Highlands

28 Aug-2 Sep 14 ARRB Conference, Canberra

September

3 . ‘Business Area Systems Analysis’ with Peter
Berketa, Management Information Sys-
tems, Seminar Series, HO Theatrette 4.45 pm.

8 . Authority Meeting

10 : Visit by Blood Bank Unit to HO

19 Sep-4 Oct : School Holidays

24 : Melbourne Show Day

Want to plug a sporting event? Notify everybody of
your next Horticultural Society General Meeting?
Advertise a roading symposium? Write to the Inter-
change ‘What's On’ and we’ll publish details in our
next issue.

Paul’s a Trivia Quiz Whiz Winner

Paul White, an engineer from the Baddiginnie-Bowser
Project, is the winner of our April Interchange/Beta Being
sports competition.

Paul, who enjoys tennis, won a $100 voucher from the
Kew sporting gear specialists, Beta Being, by correctly
answering our five trivia questions:

1. What sport would you helicopter to the Bugaboos for?
(snow skiing)

2. Which State cricket side won the 1986/7 Sheffield Shield
competition? (W. Aust).

3. Who was the first team to occupy 14th spot on the ladder
after the first round in the expanded VFL competition?
(who else! Collingwood).

- 4. Who were the male runners who came first and last in
the recent Westfield Sydney-Melbourne Ultra-Marathon?
(Yannis Kouris and Cliff Young)

5. What has a maiden thoroughbred horse never done?
(won a race)

Beta Being offer RCA staff a discount on all items
purchased from their store on presentation of a HOSA
membership card—or some other similar form of ID. The
shop is located at 246 High Street, Kew. And if you're keen
to join their daily ‘Fun and Fitness’ aerobic classes, ring them
on 861 5482.

® Paul and daughter Fiona

We need
blood

“The next visit of the mo-'

bile blood bank unit to the
RCA head office will be on
Tharsday September 10.

Wanted
~ Cricketers

' Players are wanted to join the

highly successfuly Chandler
Shield Cricket Club, based at
the Maroondah High School
grounds, Croydon. Senior
players are coached by
former Hawthorn East
Melbourne and Ringwood
District cricketer, Peter
Gardiner.

Anybody wishing to become
part of an exciting, successful
team can contact Doug Dick,
Dandenong, on (03)

561 3375.
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service sections.

® At your service: part 2 of an irregular series on the RCA’s

Correspondence Registry

Throwing down the
gauntlet in the

paper war

It's open season on paper!

Inter-office memos, duplicate forms, A4
photo copies. . .they’re in the firing line.

“Twenty two million pieces of paper were
produced by RCA staff last year,” says Dar-
rell Ross, Records Management Officer,
“which works out to be 22,000 pieces of
paper per person.”

® Registering mail for quick retrieval.

. . ~ Central Depot

Darrell's Registry Section is now leading the
march against paper proliferation within the
organisation and Darrell says he knows what
has caused the staggeringly high figure.

“You might have thought it was manage-
ment’s seemingly unquenchable thirst for
reports as being the main cause,” he says.
“Well it isn’t. Research shows that it is those
extra photocopies—used by everybody—that
is behind the problem.”

Correspondence Registry, which is part of
the Administrative Group, has responded to
the Managing Director’s challenge to cut the
RCA’s paperwork by half.

Already we have made achievements in our
section,” says Darrell. “We've been streamlin-
ing internal procedures and have been active-
ly identifying areas of duplication.”

Darrell says everybody can help minimise
the amount of paper in the organisation.

If you have just finished with a report or
piece of correspondence—put it on file. And
don’t bother making a duplicate! “Why clut-
ter up your office with copies?” asks Darrell,
“when the original can be quickly retrieved
through Registry.”

“Registry can help you, if you help us,” he
adds.

When it absolutely,
—positively has to be there. . .

When it comes to ‘delivering the goods
there’s no stopping those chaps at Coleman
Parade.

Speed. . efficiency . . competitive rates. .
excuse us for sounding like a well lubricated
advertising manager, but there’s no denying
that they know what they're doing.

David White, the Dandenong/Metropolitan
Regional Workshop Foreman, recently saw a
vital need for self-propelled vibrating rollers
on the Arterial Road Link.

“Plant Branch engineers determined that
twelve months use of rollers had been
planned, and subsequently offered to pur-
chase two new rollers for the project’s use,’
explains David.

It was estimated that the scheduled RCA
plant hire rates would result in a saving of
some eight thousand dollars for the project.

SEMARL decided that it was an offer too
good to refuse, accepted, and Plant Branch
were in action.

On May 13 the Plant Contracts Engineers
were advised that they should go ahead with
the purchase. The specification was complet-
ed and advertised, tenders were studied and
an order was finally placed—all within three
weeks.

“Promised delivery to site was Thursday
18 June,” says Ken Huffer, Senior Admin
Officer at the Branch. “Well the units arrived
in Melbourne, were registered and on site on

the 16 June Ken pomts out that it took only
five weeks from the initial offer to SEMARL
to buy the rollers—to actual delivery.

“How’s that for service with a smile,” says
Ken.

The purchase will provide an end benefit
to both Plant Branch and the RCA in that the
rollers will, at completion of their work, be
only 12 months old.

“Therefore they will be of a high resale
value if there is no further use within the or-
ganisation,” explains Ken.

For the technically minded, the units delivered
are Dynapac model CA 25D/PD series 2 self
propelled single drum rollers with two pneumatic
tyred wheels at the rear. The units are dual drive
(drum and wheels are driven) and are powered
by Deutz 80 kw 66 cylinder diesel engines. The
drums are smooth, fitted with variable ampli-
tude, and are convertible to pad foot by the ad-
dition of three clamp-on segments. These shaped
segments have pad feet welded on and weigh
1.5t per set of three. The rollers have a net mini-
mum weight of 10t each, and are fitted with an
air-conditioned cabin and roll over protective
structure (R.0.P.S.) for operator comfort and safe-
ty. They have an operating speed of 8 kph, and
cost $86,300 each.

“To all those Regions and Projects with simi-
lar known or anticipated plant requirements,
please contact Plant Branch—our answer could
be pleasant news,” says Ken.

® “Your rollers, gentlemen.” Peter Robinson (3rd from right) with Harold Stark, Plant, Graham
Deviney, Victorian Manager of Dynapac, Tom Bell from Dynapac, Don Ross, Bill Wilson and Dale
Carmody from SEMARL, and Don Durant, Project Engineer.

® One of Darrell’s loyal troops on Extension 8—Michaela O’Brien taking a call,

“Miss O’Brien, never mind the Euroa Bypass
file. . .just try to find the telephone.”

n% ﬂ“

The Future of Managing Records. . .

According fo the Records Management As- .
sociation of Australia, a record can be Gefiried™ m
as’ . . .any medium upon which information "
is stored or recorded. . . paper, film or elec-
tronic media. ..

And electronics are playing a bigger role
in file management in the ’80s.

A computerised system will be developed
and installed in Head Office by Administra-
tive Services as a pilot program.

“It will ultimately be available to all
Regions, Branches, Groups and Sections via
the RCA network,” says Darrell.

“This will in turn eliminate the need to keep
multiple: copies of correspondence, as the
original reports will be accessible via com-
puter terminals distributed throughout the

® Darrell at the keyboard

Authority”

Darrell says anybody with a query on

records management can call 2388.

Join AA—and meet
some old schoolmates

Ever wondered what hap-
pened to those fellow stu-
dents you studied with in
your tertiary education days?

Well, if you studied at
Chisholm Institute of Tech-
nology in Caulfield, you’'ll be
interested to know that an
Alumni Association has re-
cently been formed for Civil
Engineering graduates.

The aim of the Association
is to develop an extensive in-
formation network, says

Secretary, Neil Paynter, at
Dandenong Region.
“Members will be able to
seek advice and assistance
from other graduates work-
ing in specialist fields,” says
Neil. “They’ll also be kept in-
formed of developments at
Chisholm, which was former-
ly the Caulfield Institute” Neil
says that the Association
produces a regular newsletter
and provides a comprehen-
sive contact list for members.

“We've not only had en-
quiries from Victoria, but also
interstate and overseas,” says
Neil.

The Association is also
active in social activities and
events this year include a
barbecue and an annual Din-
ner where Max Lay, the Ex-
ecutive Director of ARRB,
will speak on some ‘unusual
discoveries’ he’s unearthed
while writing his history of
roads book.

Membership of the Associ-
ation simply involves a $10
joining fee, the provision of
a few brief personal details—
and a little bit of enthusiasm.

Diversions

There were more than a few
suspicious glances being ex-
changed by staff in parts of
Metropolitan Region during
June. The reason behind the at-
mosphere of uncertainty could
be traced to a newspaper ad-
vertisement which appeared in
a major daily newspaper for a
new service, ‘‘Dial-A-Condom’
Apparently the business address
for the company was listed as
“Znd floor, 700 High Street,

Kew East”—normally the home

of Metro’s Construction and
Maintenance engineers. But the
story has a happy ending—so
to speak—the company was ac-
tually run by a firm of accoun-
tants who occupy a small sec-
tion of the second floor.

D 4
A true story from the Northern-
Eastern Region:
An engineer, using all manner
of sophisticated instruments, was
calculating the alignment of a
remote mountain road. A local,
who had been watching him for

some time, asked him what he
was doing. “I'm finding the
alignment of the road,” the en-
gineer replied a little impatient-
ly. “But why use all those gadg-
ets?” the local persisted. ‘‘All
right,” said the engineer, ‘‘how
would you do it?” ‘“Why,’ said
the local, “‘I'd hold a carrot in
front of a donkey and then map
out the route it takes up the
mountain.” “‘Oh yes?"’ said the
engineer, “And what if you
couldn't get a donkey?’’ The lo-
cal shrugged, ““Then I'd have to
get an engineer.”



